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faith uw! laborers are few.’ 





TO AGENTS AND PATRONS. et 


Having completed the first volume of the Gospel Visitant, the F 
Publishers embrace this opportunity to present their sincere re. @ 
spects gnd.grateful acknowledgements to their many Agents and FP 
Patronss who have much encouraged this work by giving them J 
their assistance and liberal support. 

The increasing number of Subscriders (notwithstanding the dis- 
continuance of some)-is im evidence that the work has hitherto 
met with public approbatior. There are yet many things, which 
we conceive to be of great importance to the chrisiian world, and 
especially to the humble believer in the doctrine of universal grace, 
which we wish to lay before the public, dnd which we conceive HG 
may be done as well, or better, in this way, than in any other. *, 
The encouragement hitherto given to this work, has equalled, if 
not exceeded, our most sanguine expectations ; and we hope, in 
addition to our other labors, still to be useful in this way. This 
publication, in many parts of the country, may supply, in some 









measure, the lack of preaching ; for perhaps it is as true now, + 


2 


comparatively, as it ever was, that, “the harvest is great, but 

” We hear of new societies, springing 

up in the faith, im various parts ; and it is presumed that there 

never was a greater call for preachers, who dare to face an unbe- 

lieving world and proclaim the unbounded grace of God to the | 
chief of sinners, than at this time. We would therefore sug- 

gest to our many societies, and individuals in the faith, who 

are not blest with the privilege of hearing that gdspel which 

hath been-declared by a voice from heaven to be good tidings of 
great joy unto all people regularly preached among them, the pro- 

priety of meeting together on the first day of the week, at sor ie 
convenient place, to read the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make every one wise unto salvation, to exercise such gifts as may 
be present, in singing, praying, exhortation, or expounding the 
word ; and, for the wart of public gifts, to read the Gospel Vis- 
itant, and such other books as may terd to instruction and ecifica- 
tion. Such meetings, with the blessing of God, may be render- 
ed very useful, and perhaps be the means of bringing forward 
many promising youth to labor in the vineyard of the great 
HuspanpMAN, whose vine is Curist, and the branches, ALL 
MANKIND, 
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ae INTRODUCTION. 


EN presenting to our readers the first Number of this Pe- 
riddical Work, the Publishers consider it a duty to offer to its 
generous Patrons in particular, aud to all in gereral who may 
be disposed to give it a candidyperusal, a concise account of 
the origin, and contemplated objects of such a publication. 

A few months since, a few of the’ Brethren in the belief and 
- Ministry of the Goapel of reconciliation, who are members of 
the “General Convention of the four New-England States and 
others,” conceived, that in add’'ton to the Annual Meeting of 
that body, some improvement might be gained by more fre- 
quent intetviews, although the number should be but small. 
They accordinglv met in. Conference at Gloucester, Cape- Ann, 
in the month of January last. : At that meeting, it was agreed, 
that a Conference of the Bhthren in the Ministrv, be holden 
Quarterly, at such places as may appear most proper and con- 
venient. A standing Moderator and Clerk were chosen, either 
or both of whose»places, in case of alisence, is to be supplied 
by others, elected=pro tem. ‘The business of this conference. 
originally embraced conversation upon Moral and Religious 
subjects. In addition to:thisy the spirit of free enquiry sug- 
gested a plan, some usefal effects of which, we hope may be 
reahzed. ‘The various brethren of the conference have the 
liberty of proposing questions upon any moral or divine sub- 
ject. These queéstions‘are committed to other members, to be 
by them, answered in writing. These productions are tc be 
read at the succeeding meeting ; and if they meet the appro- 
bation of the brethrem assembled, are lodged with the Clerk. 

These sre ‘the outlines of a plan, which hae since been en- 
larged and impreyved. It hag»been concluded to publish by 
. A. 






























Introduction. 


subscription in Quarterly Numbers, the several questions pro- 
posed, as before mentioned, with the answers which are given; 
but this will not be done to the exclusion of other important mate 
ter. in different forms. . And though what is contained in ‘the 
“Gospri VisITANT,” will be chiefly original, yet we shall occa- 
sionally insert extracts from those writers who have labored for 
the instruction and improvement of man. Wheresthe milder 
virtues of Christianity, Candor, Charity and Benevolence dis- 
tinguish the page of an author, we may safely quote his obser- 
vations, and without hesitation follow where reason leads ; 
nor need we forbid our readers.this gratification, because as to 
the circumstance of name or sect, such a writer ‘“followeth not 
with us.” : 

The objects contemplated, though not vast in number, ar 
still, as is concieved, of the highest importance. The diffasioll 
of light, the promotion of knowledge, the public recommenda- 
tion and progress of virtue, piety and religion, are, acknow- 
legedly, matters of the first consideration. We may indeed 
be asked, ‘tand who is sufficient for these things?” Wemay 
hear our own incompetency suggested, in terms, which even 
vanity itself would not choose'to deny ; but it is still true, that 
discussion is favorable to. the objects which reason contem- 
plates. Truth is the result of comparison ; and if there ever was 
a time when a comparison of systems and theories, all claiming 
to be measured by one standard, were necessary, the present 
is, unquestionably, such .a pertod. 

To us it appears evident, that nothing but the truth can re- 
concile the presént divisions, which unhappily prevail in the 
Christian world ; and that a candid and fair investigation of 
received opinions, must gradually tend to the attainment of 
that object. It need not be urged, that it is impossible that 
this brief Periodical publication should embrace any new truth. 
The same observation will apply with equal propriety to the 
Panoplist, the Christian Observer, and the multitude of Maga- 
zines, devoted to the diffusion of moral and religious know- 
ledge. © These works abound in the present day. And though 
we shall not take upon us, to discuss their relative merits, nor 
argue their general utility nor inutility; still there-is one ob- 
servation, which reason prompts ‘us to make; viz. ‘we possess 
the privilege, in common with our fellow christians, of present- 
ing to a candid public, our views of things, relating to the 
kingdom of God; and in the exercise of this privilege, we 
contemplate some good effect. If the system we profess, be 
founded upon reason and revelation; if it embraces the good 
and happiness of man, then let its principles be disseminated. 
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But if spon trial.and comparison, it appears that no such ad- 
vantages attach to the doctrine for which we contend, then let 
it be exposed in its owndeformity ; the world can lose noth- 
ing by its exposure. ; 

In making these reflections, we must not be understood to 
carry the idea, that this Pamphlet is to form a complete system 
of.the doctrine. in which we believe ; but we trust it will pos- 
sess some advantages <bove a large treatise. In works of a 
perigdical nature, a kind of familiarity in style is generally 
adopted, which is always beneficial And where the reader 
has had an opportunity to consult larger volumes upon a system, 
the parts of which are afterwards exhibited in a seperate view, 
and in detached and concise portions, it will greatly assist him 
in establishing in his own mind, the,several relations of those 
parts to éach other, and in a more minute classification of his 
ideas. 

Whatever, in our apprehension, has a tendency to virtue, 
piety, and pure and undefiled religion, in a word, whatever may 
have an effect, to’ exhibit divine truth, as altogether lovely, 
shall from time to time, as we have needed assistance granted 
us, be faithfully represemted:in these pages. ‘The body of the 
work will be devoted to essays and argunients, on those sub- 
jects, which we believe are of primary importauce in the va- 
rious walks of the christian life. A department will be allotted 
to poetry. We shall perhaps be sparing of anecdote, though 
eccasionally it may gain a place. Ordinations, installations, 
and general accounts of public conventional proceedings, will 
occupy @ part ; and in addition, such obituary notice, as is 
usual, in Similar publications. In this form, we submit our 
labors to thé consideration of the candid, liberal and en- 
lightened. 


ANSWER TO THE QUESTION—WHAT PROFESSION OF 
FAITH, k&e, 


QuestTi0on.—What Profession ef Faith, do the Scriptures teach us 
was set forth and required by Christ and his Aposties, the belief of 
which, constituted a believer in the faith of the Apostolic Chagches ? 


In the discussion of the subjects embraced in this query, we 
shalt study simplicity, and aim at instruction and improvement. 
It is necessary to premise that the views which have been taken 
of this question are as different as those upon any theological 
point. And the various contradictory theorics which have 
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been raised, have rather contributed to the exercise of the 
spirit of hatred and wrath than to soften, curb and subdue the 
malevolent passions. ach. mad sectarian, with apparently 
equal pretensions to truth, with his opponent, hes cried eut in 
the name of his-blinded disciples, ‘‘the temple of the Lord; the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we.” This 
language, abstracted from concomitant circumstances might be 
harmless ; but uvhappily a.dire train of bitter consequences, 
are the result of such causes. Passion has been enlisted in the 
contest. Persecution has waved her red standard and rallied 
around her banner, frantic zeal, spiritual pride and uncharita- 
bleness. Strengthened by such potent allies, her warfare a+ 
gainst the religion and disciples of Jesus, has been more suc- 
cessful than just. Fhe Christian world has been divided into 
parties, each claiming a kind of infallibility, not so much from 
the author of the Christian re!igion, as under the name of the 
leader of the particular sect. By such means, man has been 
made the enemy of man. The simplest truth’ hus been indus- 
triously clouded and concealed ; and many who were ardently 
desirous to acknowledge and profess that ‘‘worthy name by 
which they are called” have been shut out from the common 
privileges of christians, because they could not conscientiously 
subscribe to such articles, as, being the traditions of men, make 
no part in the requirements of the Christian dispensation. 

Though we cannot promise ourselves the full attainment of 
an object, at once so high, so important and so extensive, as the 
deliverance of the mind from the power of false and incon- 
gruous systems; yet we believe something may be done, which 
may not be altogether ineffectual. Comparison of opposite 
things is favorable to the discovery of truth. Our readers are 
assured that we aim at such an advantage. Our efforts may 
be feeble, but we are conscious that the exertions made, are 
honestly directed; and we rest in confidence upon the noble 
simplicity of the Gospel, and the active, enlightened reason of 
man, for the fruits and consequences of our laSours. 

In discussing the question proposed, we shall adopt the fol- 
lowing method, : 

I. Set forth. the Christian profession of faith, in one simple 
proposition, differently expressed in the New Testament. 

IT. Consider the evidences, on which this profession of faith 
will rest. . ! : 

III. Exhibit the propriety and necessity of simplicity and 
udity, in the profession of the Christian faith. 

1,, The simple. proposition, the belief of which constituteda 
believer, in the faith of the Apostolic Churches, is thus expres 
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“Yscd: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God—John xx, $1: “This 
7 proposition is stated differéntiy in the New Testament, though 
>it is Conceived that the idea is the same. Simplicity? that 
“Gcharacterizes the whdle*Gospel, shines conspicuously here ; 
and this circumstance, added to the important truth it embraces, 
renders is worthy of a careful investigation. | 
We shull be excused for considering this point both nega- 
‘tively and*positively. It appears strange at first sight, if mod-~ 
ern systems be correct, that the articles established as objects of 
faith, had not been made more numerous and more complex ; 
jnasmuch as number and complexity have distinguished all’ 
Wmodern theories. 
It seems equally astonishing, if received opinions of men be 
well founded, that our Saviour and his Apostles never required 
of new converts at their connexion with the Christian church, © 
an expression of their belief in the article of endless misery. 
“It is the more surprizing, as the pretended followers ofthe Lamb 
make this an important point, to which their newly mitiated 
brethren are bound to subscribe; and the rejection of which 
will prevent their admission into the church, or prove the cause 
of their excommunication, if already members. We can re- 
.ceive no light upon this subject only by ‘a recurrence to the na- 
ture of the Christian dispensation. The Gospel was never” 
Ydesigned asa system of abstruse, complex, mysterious theories. 
Vt was from these, in part, that evangelical truth was calculated 
“Mo deliver the world. The Gospel is in fact a highway and a 
way, in which the way-faring men, though fools, shall not err. 
Again, we can conceive nothing more improper, than the re- Pi 
quirement of a faith in condemnation, as synonimous with faith 
in Christ, when a primary assertion concerning Christ, is, that 
2 God sent nothis Son into the world, to condemn the world, but 
> that the world through him might be saved. 
~ The necessity of an acknowledgement, that Jesus was the 
> Christ the Son of God, will appear from the following consid- 
) eration, viz.— It was the great article which the Jewish Rabbis 
‘and all their adherents doubted; and it is easy to see, that if 




















































3 2 eae to receive a knowledge of all truths, which grow out 
Sof it. 

» We are induced to regard this as a preparatory step, partic- 
Jularly with regard to the Jews; as that people had been 
taught by Moses and the Prophets to expect a Messiah; and 
when he appeared, they rejected him, from the supposition that 
he was an impostor, and rejecting-him, they despised also hie 
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works and doctrine. This would never have been, had they 
knowa who he was, in the sense assefted in the seriptural pros 


position quoted as above. 


It-is now time, that the reader be presented withsome meme 


vrable instances in which an acknowledgement of the article of 
Christ’s Sonship was required and made. The first remark- 
able account that we shall produce, is that of the Baptism of 
the Ethiopeaa Eusuch by Philip. This man was reading in 
in his chariot concerning Christ, at the time Philip entered 
into conversation with him. The passage which he read, was 
a prophecy of Isaiah, specially regarding Jesus of Nagareth ; but 


such was the ignorance of the Eunuch, ‘hat he enquired of Philips | 7 


“tof whom speaketh the Prophet this, of himself or of some 
other man?” Philip answers, by beginning at that scripture 
and preachingunto himJesus. Doubtless the discourse exhibe- 
ited evidence of the only article necessary for an admission into 
‘fellowship with the Apostles, which directly followed: For 
coming to water, the Eunuch enquires, what doth hinder me 
to be baptized? The reply is, if thou believest with all thy 
heart thou mayest. He professed his faith in these words, 
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. His baptism by 
Philip :mmediately followed. See the whole account, Acts 


- Vili, 27—39. 


After reading this account, it is not easy to suppress an ob- 
servation of this nature ; that had a union with the apostolic 
Church, either pre-supposed or required an acknowledgment 
of a belief in any article not then expressed, it is strange that 
Philip did not inform the eunuch what it was, and request his 
subscription to it accordingly. No such thing, however, took 
place. 

Another particular instance of the requirement of the Christ- 
ian professor, we have in Acts xvi: 30—33. We allude to 
the history of the conversion, and consequent baptism of the 
jailor and his family. This man is represented as saying to 
Paul and Silas, “‘ What must I do to be saved?” They said 
unto him, ‘“* Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house.” There is no nécessity for many ob- 
servations upon:this historical fact. It may be amswered by 
way of objection to the point we endeavour to establish, that to 
understand the expression quoted, in the sense for which we 
contend, makes the faith of the christian, merely historical, and 
af.course inactive and inefficient. We reply ; that this article 


‘of faith, proposed to the jailor, cannot be understood in opposi- 


tion to other similar texts ; and to corroborate the testimony 
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before adduced, we cite John xx, 31. “But these things are 
written that ye might believe that Jestis is the Christ, the-son of 
God ; and believing ye might have life through his name. "— 
"* The connexion of the two passages, we have -cited, justifies 
% this inference, that a belrefthat Jesus is the Christ, the son of 
God, is so far from being an inactive faith, that through it we 
have the communication of spiritual life. — * 

In addition to the two particular instances. we ‘have produ- 
_.ced, might be cited innumerable assertions of Christ and his 
apostles to the same purpose, though of a more general nature. 
Some of these, which seemed to form subjects on which our 

> Saviour delighted to dwell,.are calculated to prove not only his 
’ . Sonship, but the nature of that filial relation in which he stood 
to God. This point will be distinctly considered under another 
branch of this subject. At present we shall only notice how 
_ essential an article it must have been in the view of him * whe 
ges ‘spake as never man spake,” that his followers should be well 
»groundeéd in the faith of his relation to his father. This is di- 
_- rectly evinced by such declarations as these : John viii. 42, I 
proceeded and came forth from God. John viii. 24, If ye be- 
lievé not that Iam he, (the Christ) ye shall die in your sins. 
» The same truth, in its general application, is made a subject of 
4 many observations. by the apostle John. . See 1. John, iv. 2, 3, 
) Every spirit that confesseth that Jests Christ is come in the 
| flesh, is of God: and every spirit that confesseth not that Je- 
sus Christ has come in the flesh, is not of God. Again, chap- 
ter v. verse 1. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, 
-is born of God. | See also Romans x,6—9. But the righteous- 
ness which is of faith, speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine 
heart, whu shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ 
down from aboye :) or who shall descend into the deep? (that 
is, to bring Christ upagain ftom the dead.) But what saith it ? 

The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy ‘heart: 
that is the word of faith which we preach ; that if thou shalt 
confess with thy, mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt belicve in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thoy, shalt 
( be saved. From this declaration of the Apostle, the following 
~ “inferences seem deducible. 
| i, That the requirements of the righteousness of faith are 

plain, simpleand few in number. They are only two when par- 

_ ticularised ; and these having respect to the person and office 
_ -of Christ. 

2. That the confession required was the word of faith which 
the apostles preached, and 9f course, with great propriety made 
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the whole sum and substance of thé article, which thé Christian 


“Was required to subscribe. - 
3. That this article embraced two particulars:—1, Confes. 


sion with the mouth, that Jesus.was the Christ. 2, Which con- * 
fession was to proceed from a belief in the heart that God had || 


raised him from the dead. 
, Were any additional testimony thought necessary, to sup- 
port or elucidate this important theory ; and were it required 
to find.a proof, competent to demonstrate that an acknowledge- 
ment of the Sonship and Messiahship of Christ was alt ae 
was requisite to become the basis of the Christian church ; 
this case we should cite an account recorded in Matthew Si. 
13—18. Christ is there represented as asking his disciples, 
this question, ‘‘Whom do men say that I the son of man am? 
‘And they said, some say that thou art John the Baptist ; some 
Elias ; and ethers Jeremias, or one of the Prophets. He saith 
unto them, but whom say ye thatI am? And Simon Peter 
“answered and said, thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
“God.” Here we have Peter’s plain confession off the truth 
as a Christian, his answer to the query that his master had 
proposed. Next follows Christ’s approbation of ‘Peter’s an- 
-swer: “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou Simon Barjona ; for flesh and blood’hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my father which is in heaven. I say also unto 
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build my 
church ; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
This paragraph among other deductions affords the follow- 
“ing—1, That our Saviour seemed desirous that his disciples 
might express their opinion of his character, their faith in his 
“person, and therefore having heard the opinions of others, he 
gave the question this form, “Whom say ye that Dam 2” 2, 
- That Peter’s confession embraced the truth, in such a manner, 
that Jesus gave it a distinguishing mark of ‘his approbation, 
by declaring that it was not a revelation of flésh and blood. - 
3, That Peter’s confession was of euch a nature, that it was 
to baémpléyed as the foundation of the Christian Church. “On 
this rock, will I build my church.” 

Presuming that sufficient evidence has been adduced” to 
strengthen and support the proposition assumed ; at léast, that 
the passages cited may have a tendency to awaken spirit of 
enquiry, and to induce our readers to search the scriptures for 
further light ; we shall take leave of this article, and next con- 
sider as_was, proposed, 

II. The evidence on which this profession of faith will rest. 
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{t {s not only true that all faith which is genuine, rests upon 
rational evidence, proportionate to the point believed ; but all 
profession must be made and be founded upon the same basis. 


This is a fact established by the whole voice of reason and 


revelation. . It is supported toe, by a consideration of the cir- 
cumstance in which mankind generally, but particularly the 
members of the Christian church, may be placed. The latter 
may and often will be “asked a reason of the hope that is in 
them.” This it is their duty to give, with meckness and fear. 
But how shall they frame such an answer? It is evident, they 
¢annot satisfy the querist, but by offering a substantial reason 
for their hope. 

The term reason, therefore, has respect to the testimony or 
evidence, on which the Christian’s hope is founded ; and this 
evidence it is now our duty to consider in its various particu- 
lars. 

In this case a text presents itself, which for distinction sake, 
may be called a key text, and of which we shall have occasion 
to make a considerable use in our progress through this article. 
John xx, 31——“'But these things are written, that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of Ged; aad that be- 
lieving, ye might have life through his name.” 

To.what does the Evangelist refer, as being written? We 
answer; the signs which Jesus did. What was the high ob- 
ject of his signs and miracles, which he wrought, and of the 
succeeding publication of them tothe world? Wereply; that 
we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.— 
Was there any otherobject? There was. The object we first 
noticed, though really necessary, was still, nothing more than 
subordinate or subservient to another; that believing we might 
have life through his name. This analysis of the above pas- 
sage gives us a view of the evidence, on which the Christian 
profession rests ; while it discovers the great end of our faith 
in the Son of God. 

Our discoveries in these points, are greatly assisted by sev- 
eral passages of Scripture, explanatory of the method in which 
God deals with us, as rational beings ; and likewise exhibiting 
the ways in which the foregoing truth obtains our belief. We 
are taught that Jesus Christ is the “brightness of his father’s 
glory and the express image of his person.” This text alone 
will support the idea, that Jesus as an angel of peace, and the 
Messenger of the covenant possesses all the divine qualities that. 
dwell in God. 

The necessity and propriety of this exhibition and the man~ 
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ner in which it is made; will appear, from afew considerations, 
1, Mankind had formed very incorrect and false notions of God! 
It was to eradicate thése and produce different views of the uns 
iversal father, and thereby: save mankind from darkness, sin 
and déath, that the Son of God was manifested. 2, The Gospel 
supposes an assimilation or conformity of the creature to the 
Creator, in which conformity, his happiness now consists, in 
proportion as the work is effected upon him ; but there can be 
no aséimilation or conformity, without a model or image ; the 
qualities and features of which are to be impatted to the thing 
that needs such conformity. These statements shew us the moral 
fitness of an exhibition of the divine nature and the absolute 
necessity that such an exhibition should be made by the Son of 
God, & 

There are two methods which exist in the very nature of 
things, in which we are made capable of reasoning, and arriving 
at truths. We may reason from cause to’effect, or from effect 
to cause ; but it is just to remark that although one or both of 
these modes may sometimes be adopted; yet some sub,ects 
require one preference to another. Lhis observation applies 
to the case we are considering, in the following maoner :—~ 
Christ as the S6n and image of God is represented under the 
figure of a stream from a fountain, anda branch from a root.—- 
See Pslam xivi, 4, compared with John viii, 42. See also 
Psalm Ixxx, 15, Isaiah iv, 2, xi, 1, Jeremiah xxiii,5, Zechariah 
iii, 8, and various other texts. In these instances God seems 
to be pleading his own cause, by manifesting to man his own na- 
ture. This he does by directing the mind to employ its active 
powers by looking from the stream to the source, from the 
branch to the root, from the effect to the cause; and this 
method applied to such a subject, under its particular circum- 
stances, has the preeminency. 3 

We are further assisted in a collection of the evidence of 
Christ’s Sonship, by a consideration of those moral attributes 
of God, which ef all others are particularly distinguished in 
the pages of revelation. The union of these in Jesus, places 
the truth of his filial relation to God upon the surest base.-— 
We have reference to the wisdom, power and love which for- 
ever characterise the works of the Supreme Being. Wisdom 
is a necessary quality in all arrangements, in every thing that 
supposes or contemplates a happy result. It looks from cause 
to effect, and scans with minute exactness the relations and 
connexions of things. It discovers all obstacles, either vety 
obvious cr more latent, and provides against every opposing 
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eause: In these respects, Christ was styled by the apostle, 
-with vast propriety, tthe wisdom of God.” But as ton 
without power accomplishes nothing, this quality will demand 
an accurate definition. It is that by which a system projected 
in wisdom is carried'into operation. ft ‘s that by which every 
cause is made to produce its own effect, without the least dan- 
| ger of any frustration. In these instances, Christ is the ‘pows 
er of God,” and’must, as in his resurrection, be acknowledgec 
"4 “the Son of God with power.” See I Coriothians, i. 24. Phi- 
> lippians, iii. 10. But as wisdom without power would produce 

go valuable end; so both uaited, without love, co never 
| gubserve any gracious purpose ; inasmuch as without this ex+ 
} alted principle, they might be employed to destroy as well as t6 
\ gave. It remains, therefore, to consider the character of Je- 
> sus as set forth, and demonstrated to man, by his united labore 

” of love ; that believing on him, by the things that are written, 

‘Swe may have life through his name.” 

_ The Christian dispensation proposes as a maxim, on the 
-* truth and certainty of which we mav rely—*‘by this shall men 
'_ know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
- On this proposition we may with safety build an argument. If 
the disciple is directed to possess love as a distinguishing mark 
or badge of his discipleship; then if the disciple is not above 
his Lord ; the Lord and Master must-be known and distin- 
guished by the same characteristic. Indczed, the founders of 
all systems, and the systems themselves, receive, or ought to 
receive our credit or not, in: rtion to the good which they 
_~ propose and finally produce. This observation may lead us 
| to compare in our minds, the specific merits of different sys: 
_ tems and their founders. Almost all have made great profes- 
_ sions of regard to the general welfare of mankind, but this is 
' ali in which they have in any degree resembled the religion of 
' Jesus. Mahomet, as well as many other succeeding authors 
_ of systems, could profess much zeal for the interest and happi- 
_- ness of mankind ; but his doctrine and theirs must be propaga- 
~ ted by fire and sword, by blood; incarceration, tortures and 
> death. Now if by these marks we know and distinguish the 
~ Spirit and disposition of such infuriated sectarians ; why can 
") we not by a mule equally as safe, believe, receive, acknowledge 
_» and appreciate the mild spirit.of Jesus, the Son of God and Sa- 
_ viour of the world? Of such exercise of the mind, happily, 

7 we have many luminous examples. The woman of Samaria 
_ 48 convinced of this, that Jesus was the Christ, from his telling 
ne her all things that ever she did. This weman’s report, though 
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only second hand testimony, produces conviction upon the minds 
of many Samaritans. But when Jesus had taken up his abode 
with those Samaritans, who besought him to tarry with them; 
then many.more believed, because of his own word ; and said 
unto the woman, now we believe, not because of thy saying ; 
for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of thé world. John iv.39—42, What 
was it, we enquire, of which these Samaritans were convinced? 
We answer, that Jesus was the Christ, and consequently the 
Son of God. By the force of what evidence were they convin- 
ced? By the energy of his word, which they heard, by which 
they knew that he was indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. 

Having noticed these memorable instances of the convincing 
efficacy of the Redeemer’s word, we may turn to consider his 
mighty works, in the general and particular views in which they 
are presented; at least as far as circumstances will admit. 
Generally, we enquire, would these prove sufficiently strong to 
show that Jesus wasthe Sor of God? Not unless they pesses- 
eed these marks. They must be the works which no other man 
did ; and they must be works of love, labors of kindness ; and 
pornnns upon an ample scale ; and their benevolent effect must 

e extensive. You ask, why they must possess this last crite- 
rion. We answer, that the theory and practice of his religion 
might be united. He directed his followers to love their ene- 
mies ; to pray for those that despitefully ysed and persecuted 
them. As without this spirit they could not be his disciples ; 
so neither without the same disposition would Jesus have been 
what he was, the Christ, the Son of God, which God is love.— 
All religions but his have been and are contracted and partial. 
They are very accommodatiug systems. They charmingly 
quadrate with men’s mean, selfish, and malevolent spirits. But 
they possess no better qualities, no higher marks of their ce- 
lestial origin, than the systems and dispositions of the Scribes 
and Pharisees ; the publicans and sinners of old. ‘If ye love 
them that love you, what reward have ye? Do not even the 
publicans the same ?” The fiercest banditti, who live by une 
justifable depredation upon the rights of others, will exercise 
benevolence to one another. But christianity must possess 
more enlarged qualities. Yes, Jesus, thouson of thy father’s 
Jove ; we know that thou art the Christ, for thy works are 
such as no other man did, not only in kind but in degree. 
The bungling and clumsy imitations of spiritual Egyptian mae 
gicians have all failed. The rod of the prophet of Israel hath 
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lowed up their rods. A minute detail of all the “mighty 
orks” which Jesus wrought, and which “were written, that 
e might believe'that he is the Christ, the Son of God,” cannot 
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_ be expected in so brief a-description. We have glanced’at the 
"general principles, to which the human mid has reference i 
the establishment and support of'a belief in evangelical truth: 
. (We may now attend to a summaty of the works of the Sun 
ef God, as exhibited by ‘himself on a particular occasion.— 
“¥ohn, who was then in prison, had heard ofthe works of Christ. 
Fo ascertain who he was, which at present it seems he did not 
now; he sent two of his disciples, saying, art thou he that 
hould come, or look we for another? Jesus answered and’ 
“#aid unto them, go and shew John again those things which ye 
- @o hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame 
~ Walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
“wp, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them, Matthew 
mi, 2—5. This, as has been said, contains a summary of our 
‘Redeemer’s labors of love ; and the account was intended as’ 
answer to John’s question, and as evidence to prove the 
“wharacter of him who gave it. No answer could have been’ 
$0 proper, nor subserved so well the interest of the cause in 
@uestion. The five first items in the account, respect the care 
and attention of Christ to the tempofal and bodily wants of 
“Mankind. By this is proved, that “we have not an high-priest 
“Who cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmities.” The 
gixth and last article has relation to our spiritual state, and de-’ 
_Monstrates the Saviour’s character in a most clear and conspic- 
“Rous view. ‘The poor have the gospel! preached to them.” 
That gospel which is glad tidings of exceeding great joy, 
Which brings life and immortality to light, is freely preached 
aa 9 the poor ; its richest treasures are unfolded to the “miser- 
able, the blind and naked.” Ofhim who doth this, we’may 
_ fruly say, “ No man can do these things except God be with 
Rim. Truly this was a righteous man. Truly this was the 
Bon of God.” 
at As every tree is known by its fruit, we have, by this rule, 
which we think is not here missapplied, learnt that the charac- 
"fer and spirit of Jesus is best known by his works. We have 
“Been that these labors respected the general good and happiness 
“of man ; that neither his wisdom nor power were ever exer- 
Mised to render the world miserable. We have the pleas- 
_ Gre to believe that our taith in Jesus, rests upon a sure 
eee and that the works which he performed, testify of him 
Bhat “he was the Christ the Son of God.” 
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We shall conclude these observations, with réferetice to one a 
or two instances, ‘selected from many, in which a testimony 
was given tothe caaracter of our Lord, being prodaced by his ~ 
mighty works. Then was brought unto him, one possesed ~ 
with a devil, blind and dumb ; and he healed him, imsomuch 
that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. And all the 

reople were amazed, and said, is not this the Son of David? ~ 
Matthew xii, 22,28. Again, And great multitudes came un. + 
to him, heving with them those that were lame, blind dumb, 

maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; _ 
and he healed them: insomuch that the multitude wondered 
when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the ™ 
lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God 
of Israel-— Matthew xv, 30, 831. The simplicity, plainness and 

appropriateness of these scriptural accounts, prevents the ne~ 7 
cessity of any comment ; and we need not multiply examples, ~ 

We pass to consider in the third place, the necessity of this 
simplicity and unity, in the profession of the Christian faith. 

This point may be successfully argued on several important 
principles, some.of them of a general nature, others more par- 
ticular. » , 

1. From the very nature of the simple proposition which 
Yequires out faith, we are authorised to say, thdt if it were 
proper to make addition, Christ, or his Apostles by his direc- 
tion, would have made it, And for this, a sufficient reason | 
might have been alledged ; such an addition made by Christ { 
or his Apostles, would have had a tendency to prevent the ine ~ 
troduction of error, through the unskilfulness of others, who 
might afterwards attempt to do it, without a precedent. But we ~ 
find no such additions were made nor authorized. The reason of | 
which appears from the general principle here laid down ; and | 
will be more fully discovered from other considerations. (~ 

2. The unity of the epirit is to be preserved among Christians | ~ 
inthe bond of peace. Itis worthy our notice, how frequently | 
terms expressive of unity, occur in the Christian dispensation, ~ 
To the members of the Christian communion, there is one God ~ 
the Father, one Lord Jesus Carist, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one calling or vocation, one hope of that calling. To | 
the Christian also, as his Lord is one, so is his name one; ~ 
and as is his name so is his praise. Now unity of faith,oras | 
it is sometimes called “being of one heart and one mind”’ is 
the result of unity in the objects of faith. 

Where the objects of faith are multiplied, articles of belief 
and systems of faith are always proportiouably accumulated 5 
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I-at-last, they, result in what an Apostle calls “‘diverse and 
Vgtrange doctrines, doctrines of men, and doctrines of devils.” 
"Wor is it to be wondered at; for wherever there are many. 
“@octrines, they must be diverse, else they are not doctrines, in 
plural, but doctrine, inthe singular, But when the truth, 
it is in Jesus, is.considered in the.scriptures, it is remarka- 
¢ how impressively its unity is expressed. . Moses says, my. 
Yoctrine shall drop asthe rain. Isaiah asks, whom shall he 
Waake to understand doctrine ? ‘The people were astonished 
seour Saviour’s doctrine; the reason which is rendered ; he 
ight as one having authority and not.as the scribes. Christ 
ys, if any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
Sine. The ancient disciples are said to have continued stead- 
“Betly in the Apostle’s doctrine and fellowship. We read of a 
Worm of doctrine which was delivered. Paul directs Titus, in 
trine, to shew uncorruptness. Te Timothy, he speaks of a 
‘irvine according to Godliness. We are informed of the 
ciples of the. doctrine of Christ ; by which we learn that 
ough the principles were many, yet unity in doctrine was 
served. The foregoing references are but few in number, 
“@empared with all wherein the same thing is expressed ; but 
‘ey will serve to confirm and establish the point in question. 
We may however search for the ill consequences of a neglect 
“@Esimplicity and unity in faith. What has divided and subdi- 
@ided the world into so mary sects, such a number of religious 
partments? . What cause has. erected.so many partition 
lis, daubed with the untempered mortar of spiritual pride ? | 
hat circumstance has given rise teso much bitterness, wrath, 
ife, evil surmisings, jealousies, uncharitableness and perse- 
tions? Weanswer ; these effects are to be traced to the cause 
have mentioned, viz. a want of unity in faith and objects 
faith. People, who do not, as the Apostle says, hold the 
| , from whom the whole body by joints and bands receiveth 
Bourishment, cari easily multiply articles of faith. These are 
“PoMctimes so numerous, that it is no wonder, if a man whose 
Betentive powers are not strong, being. asked whether he be- 
‘Béved in such or such-an article, shouldbe obliged to turn to 
‘Piecreed and examine whether it were there, before he answer- 
the question. Besides, if one man, or body of mdéa, have 
ight to make additions.to the requ.remeat of faith and the 
ject of faith too, them others have the same right ; and when 
ese supposed privileges are used, one has an equal right with 
@Bother to theaten, to fulminate, to be uncharitable, to eniploy 
Re, imprisonment or death, if he haye the power, in case of 
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nonsubscription to his diverse and strange doctrines. Let not 
our readers wish to Jay all these evils at a foreign door. Let 
them not think of a tour to Rome, to summon evideace against 
the supposed anti-christian Babylon. The mother of harlets 
will save them the trouble. She will come to them. She has 
traversed all Christendom already, upon her scarlet-coloured 

_bteast, inscribed with names of blasphemy, and in her destroy- 
ing progress, has carried proof positive, that want of unity and 
simplicity in faith, has produced manifold evils. But the ser- 
vants and followers of the Lamb, who are willing to abide by 
the direction of their leader, view the operation of these evils, 
as a kind of evidence which strengthens their resolution, te 
“keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” 

3. Believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; all other 
necessary truth will follow of course. Trath, collectively, is of 
such a nature, that one part maintains a connexion with anoth- 
er; and one thing results or flows from another. This may 
be made apparent, by the simplest figures and images in na- 
ture. When we believe in the rising of the sun, we necessa- 
rily believe, the world will have light. The latter truth flows 
from the former. When we are convinced that a stream of 
water flows from such a fountain, we then apprehend that it 
will be in quality like its source. When we imbibe this water, 
and our senses testify to its refreshing nature, then we are 
convinced that we are right in our judgment, that the stream 
is emitted from such a source, if we had ever heard of the 
fountain before, and our information was correct. But it 
not, then a draught from the stream, demonstrates to us, what 
qualities compose the fountain. 

The application of these figures, will be of great use, as it 
will present two classes ef people, who might be benefitted by 
the modes of communication we have noticed. 1, If there 
were any, who, in the days Christ was upon earth, had correct 
views of the true God, from the writings of Moses and the 
prophets, or from any other possible source, they would receive 
Jesus as the Christ ; knowing that his character corresponded 
with that of God. These, having previously drank of the 
fountain, would discover in the stream the same qualities and 
be convinced of its origin from similarity. 2, There were 
those, and theirs was the greatest number, who knew not God, 
at least as respected his love to the world ; for men have gen- 
erally been more willing to confess his power than his good 
ness ; these, by participating the stream, would learn the quale 
ities of the fountain. Indeed, we find, that when the people 
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who-saw the mighty works of Jesus, and had discovered in 
them, strong evidence of the power of God, generally, were 
convinced of his being the Messiah, Thus we see one truth 
flowing from another, as amecessary consequence. We believe 
that Jesus proceeded and came forth from God ; this involves 
the idea, that he was the son of God... We next discover that 
he was the Christ (annointed) of God. But as an unction or 
annointing always implies an office and an object for which the 
office is conferred, we find that his office is regal, he is a King 
or Prince. The.object of his becoming such, is this, “to give 
repentance and remission of sins.” _ This act is in essence 
the salvation of God. In this mannet, we grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord. Jesus Christ. Like the Samari- 
tans we know that Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

4. Another additional reasoa for this unity and simplicity ia 
faith, is found in the very capacity and situation in which the 
believer in Christis represented. This may be well expressed 
by a similitude.. When a child is received into a school, there 
is one’simple propOsition which it is necessary the pupil should 
believe ; viz. that his preceptor is able to instruct him, in the 
science which he wishes to study ;,tor if he does not believe 
_ this, it is hard to conceive, that he will apply for instruction — 
And again, it is-evident, that if he knows already all that his 
teacher requires of one whose term of study is finished, there 


is no need of his admission ; and.to call him a pupil would be. 


a perversion of language. Again, it would be equally absurd 
’ for the teacher to require.a profession of the knowledge of all 
abstruse sciences, as.a necessary qualification to the pupil’s ad- 
mission. How would it appear, for the instructor to say tothe 
applicant for admission, ** My child, am ever happy to sce 
youth enquiring after knowledge. It always gives me real 
pleasure to receive such as members of this literary institution, 
over which I have the honor to preside. But vou are not in- 
sensible that certain qualifications are necessary to your recep- 
tion heres» You must believe and be able to demonstrate that 
the earth revolves upon its axis. You must prove to me your 
acquaintance with algebra, with astronomy, geography, naviga- 
tion, andvall other sciences,” This language would indeed ap- 
pear strange, when: we consider these are the things which the 
proposed scholar wishes tolearn ; and if hé be acquainted with 
them already, what need of his entering the school, and what 
shall he learn if he does? 

‘The reader will readily apply this to what we are consider- 
ing. as a reason for unity and simplicity of faith, The voice 
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out of the cloud concerning Christ, is, this is my beloved son, 
hear ye him. This beloved son, whom we are commanded to 
hear, saith, learn of me. But if it be required, that we know 
in the first place all that is to be learned of Christ, and that pre- 
vious to admission into his school, what shall we learn after- 
wards? But we never find this tobe the case. Peter was 
long a pupil, before he knew the propriety of preaching the Gos- 
pel to a Gentile. The disciples in general, sat long at the feet 
of Jesus, before they understood many of his sayings respecting 
his sufferings and death. Paul, while called Saul of Tarsus, 
persecuted Christ in his members ; but being a chosen vessel 
to bear his Redeemer’s name among the Gentiles, has but one 
simple truth stated to him, the acknowledgment and belief of 
which were necessary to his declaring Christ publicly. The 
voice of him who arrested him in his mad career, said, I am 
Jesus, whom thou persecutest. Like a submissive pupil. Saul 
enquires, Lord, what wilt thou have me todo? Hes referred 
a.” to Annanias for some instruction, but however he is told, “I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a min- 
ister and a witness, both of the things which thou hast seen, 
and of those in the which I will afterwards appear unto thee.” 
Compate Acts ix. 5—6. Acts xxvi. 16. From these accounts 
the following things appear—ist. That Saul was convinced 
that it was Jesus whom he persecuted. 2d. That this belief, 
evinced by his enquiry, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
entitled him:to the fellowship and instruction of Annanias.— 
3d. That Saul did not receive, at the time of his conversion, 
all the knowledge which might be obtained ; for if so, the spirit 
would not have spoken ‘of the things in which he would af- 
terwards appear to him.” 4th. Yet it appears from Acts ix. 
20, that Saul was not only accepted as a believer, but as a 
preacher ; for straightway he preached Christ in the syna- 
gogues, that he is the Son of God. 

With these observations, we are induced to close the present 
subject of our discussion. We have considered one simple 
proposition, varieusly stated in the New Testament, as the on- 
ly article necessary to be believed, to entitle the believer to the 
fellowship of the primitive Christian Churches. An exhibition 
has been made of the evidence on which this proposition rests. 
The necessity of unity and simplicity has been argued upon 
several principles, ‘he inferences which we draw, must com- 
port with the nature of the subject. If unity of faith tends to 
unity of the spirit, in the bond of peace ; then, any thing di- 
rectly opposite must produce all the evils we’ have mentioned. 
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And it will appear, that itis only by simplifying the nature, and 
abridging the number of those aiticles of faith, which have so 
long confused and disordered the minds of men, that Christians 
can walk in love with one another, as Christ hath loved them. 


a 3) EI ee 
ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, UPON FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 


Question—‘As we are taught tobelieve that our Salvation 1s con- 
nected with and dependant upon forgiveness of sin, and as we are 
also instructed that God “ will render to every man according to his 
work ;” it is required how far such a retribution consists with for- 
giveness, and how we are said to be forgiven while made subyect to 
punishment *’ 


As it is evident that this question embraces a subject of 
great importance, so it is equally evident that the discussion 
of it ought to be pursued with caution, clearness of investiga- 
tion, simplicity of argument, and a manifest direction to the 
support and furtherance of piety and morality. The better to 
embrace our subject consistently with the foregoing suggestions, 
the following method is proposed ; 

I. Define and illustrate the nature of that Salvation which 
is connected with and dependant on the forgiveness of sins. 

If. Enquire into the nature of the forgiveness of sins, and 
the action of that grace by which the before described Salva. 
tion is effected. And 

III. Define the nature of that retribution which is implied 
in the expression, ‘‘render to every man according to his work ;”’ 
and show the consistency of such retribution with the before 
described forgiveness ; and the necessity of this forgiveness 
and retribution in order tu produce our Salvation. 

Our first object, then, is to define and illustrate the nature of 


that Salvation which is connected with and dependent on the. 


forgiveness of sins. 

Two important sections present themselves. as necessarily 
embraced in this first part of our labour.. 1st. What are the 
saved, saved from ? And2d. Into what situation are the sa- 
ved brought by Salvation? In the discussion of these sections 
it will be necessary to depart from the general opinion of or- 
thodoxy, and wherever this is. the case, it is thought advisable 
to name it in the introduction of a subject, so that the reader 
may be the better prepared to meet with ideas which do not 
accord with the opinions of authors in general on divinity. It 
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is generally understood, that a gospel salvation is a salvation 
from what 1s called vindictive justice, which is supposed to ex- 
jst in God, and which requires a never ending unmerciful pun- 
jshment to be inflicted on all the sinners of mankind. Should 
the reader object to the term unmerciful, as applied to the end- 
less punishment which divine justice is supposed to require, 
tke objection will undoubtedly be dropped, unless it can be 
made to appear that there is mercy in such punishment. ft is 
conceived that the supposition of this vindictive justice in- 
volves a number of difficulties inconsistent with the character 
of God as exhibited in the scriptures, and, of course, deroga- 
tory to the Gospel scheme of Salvation, and also to the moral 
character of a disciple of Christ. God is represented in the 
scriptures as willing in himself, and purposing, according to 
his good pleasure, the salvation of sinners. See Eph. i,9, &c. 
“ Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, accord- 
ing to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself ; 
that in the dispensation of the fullness of time, he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ.” And inthe 11th verse, 
the Apostle speaks of an inheritance to which the saved were 
predestinated. ‘*In whom also we have obtained an inherit- 
ance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” - Now it 
is evident, beyond all controversy, that if God were possessed 
of a vindiciive justice, which required the endless misery’ of all 
“sinners, it could not consist with that justice that he should 
purpose. according to his own good pleasure, the salvation so 
clearly pointed out im the above passage. The difficulty evi- 
déntly involved, is the representation of the will, pleasure and 
urpose of God in direct opposition to the requirements of his 
justice. 
Again, God is represented as loving us before we loved him, 
and while we were dead in trespasses and sins ; and that this 
“love was the cause of the Saviour’s dying for us. See Eph ii. 
4, 5. “But Ged, who is richin mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ.” Again 1 John, rv. 10. “Here- 
in 1s love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sént his Son to be the propitiation foroursins.” If God loved 
us, while we were dead in trespasses abd sin, with so great a 
love as to send his Son to be the propitiation for our sins, it 
must be evident, to the candid reader, thatthe supposition of a 
justice in God which required the endless punishment of man- 
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kind, in a state of sin, is, in every sense, opposed to that great 
love with which the above scripture says, God loved us. 

Secondly... Of course this erroneous supposition will be 
found in direct oppositionto the declared object of the Saviour, 
which object is plainly set forth in the following scriptures.— 
See St. John, iii, 17—“ For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the wogld ; but that the world through him might 
be saved” I.-John, rv. 14. “ Ard we have seen, and do 
testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.” Ifthe salvation of the world he the declared object 
‘of the Saviour’s mission, the supposition that divine justice 
requires the endless misery of the world of mankind, is in di- 
rect opposition to this declared object. Here, perhaps, it may 
be said that the dispensation of gospel grace being designed to 
save the sinner frem this deserved punishment which justice 
requires, the opposition of this supposed just punishment tothe 
dispensation of gospel grace ought not to be urged against the 
justice of such’punishment. Reply—ot two opposites, when 
it can be said that one is just, it follows of course, that the other 
is unjust. If, therefore, the supposition be correct that divine 
justice requires the endless unmerciful punishment of sinful 
man, the opposite dispensation of gospel  Pongg must of necessi- 
ty be equally as obnoxious to divine justice as the sitiner is 
whom it aims to save from this just pubishment. 7 

Thirdly, it was suggested that this supposed justice is in op- 
position to the moral character of a disciple of Christ, which 
will evidently appear to be the case, as it must be granted that 
the moral character of the disciple is similar to that of the mas- 
ter, whose design and grand aim we have seen to be, in direct 
opposition to this supposed justice. Here the readér is re- 
quested to permit his mind to ponder the following question 
with candor. If there be a vindictive justice in God, which de- 
mands the endless unmerciful punishment of mankind, how can 
it be just for Christ the mediator, to save mankind from such. 
punishment ? 

The, mind which has never travelled out of the common 
roau In respect to this subject, will. naturally come, by the 
course of the above reasoning, to the following crisis. If di- 
vine justice do not demand endless punishment, it is very true 
that the scheme of salvation does not iu that particular stand in 
Opposition to justice ; but if divine justice do not require some 
punishment, from which gospel grace is designed to save, there 
seems to be no salvation at all : and on the other hand, if it be 
admitted that justice demands any punishment, be it ever so 
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limited, from which gospel grace is designed to save, it estab- 
lishes the principle against.which the foregoing arguments are 
directed... The mind having formed this crisis, it seems to be 
in a suitable situation to consider the suggestion, that gospel 
grace is not designed to save the sinner fiom any deserved 
punishment. The maintenance of this suggestion will appear 
absolutely necessary, if we duly consider an important fact 
which forms one grand section of our general query, which is, 
that God will render to every man according to his work, If 
it be objected, that unless the sinner be saved from deserved 
punishment, he cannot be said to be saved by grace, the objec- 
tion is rendered impotent by reversing the subject, which pro- 
duces the foliowing proposition. If the sinner do not receive a 
punishment from which divine mercy is disposed to save him, 
he cannot be said to receive a punishment which is just. 

By this time it will undoubtedly appear evident.to the read- 
er, that the common opinion of saving sinners from deserved 
punishment, by grace, is an opinion which sets the divine attri- 
Dutes of justice and mercy at variance, which is doing great in- 
justice to the character of the divine being. In forming and 
arranging arguments illustrative of subjects founded on the au- 
thority of scripture, it is most reasonable that we use the sacred 
testimony in such a way as not to render one part void in order 
to establish another. If we are assured by the sacred text that 
God will render to every man according to his work, there ap- 
pears no way whereby a salvation from justly deserved punish- 
ment can be effected without making this testimony void. 

Having shown the impropriety of the common notion of sal- 
vation, it may be proper to give a direct answer to the ques- 





tion, ** What are the saved saved from?” Which answer will 


be rendered unexceptionable and perfectly satisfactory, being 
found in the following scriptures. Mat. i. 21. ‘And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for 
he shall save his people from their sins” Acts iii. 26. “Unto 


you first, God, having raised up his son Jesus, sent him to 


bless you, in turning away every, one of you from his iniquities.” 
Col. i. 13. “ Who hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
ness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear son.” 
St. John, xii. 46. ‘‘I am come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth oa me should not abide in darkness.” 
That this salvation from sin, this turning away from iniqui- 
ties, and this deliverance from the power of darkness, is a sal- 
vation in which justice is engaged, may be seen by the follow- 
ing. Isaigh xlv. 21. “ Who hath declared this from ancient 
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ume? Who hath told it from that time ? Have not I the Lord? 
And there is no God else besides me ; a just God, and a Sa- 
viour : there is none besides me.” Zech. ix. 9. “ Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold thy king cometh unto thee ; he is just, and having sal- 
vation.” | Beside 

A salvation from sin is not only consonant with the very na- 
ture of justice, but it is equally consistent with every precept 
which justice has enjoined on mankind ; and it is likewise ne- 
cessary in order that the sinner may be saved to his own ad- 
vantage and for his own happiness ; whereas a salvation from 
deserved punishment would be directly opposed to those three 
important subjects. It could be of no advantage to a sinner to 
szve him from the punishment which divine justice has attach- 
ed to his sins, if the sinner still continues in sin. 

Secondly. ‘he situation into which the saved are brought 
by salvation, claims our notice, Salvation from sin brings the 
creature into a state of righteousness, holiness, and active obe- 
dience to God and hiscommandments. That power which de- 
livers from the power of darkness, translates into the kingdom 
of God’s dear Son. Reconciliation to God, love to his lovely 
attributes, sincere love to fellow-beings, divine light, heay- 
enly wisdom, joy unspeakable, and the peace of God, are some 
of the blessed characteristics of the happy situation into which 
salvation from sins, brings the saved. The saved being led by 
the spirit, bear its fruits, which are love, joy, peace, long suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance, a- 
gainst which there is no law, but the Jaw of God is fulfilled in 
the soul by those divine virtues. Justification is one important 
character'stic of the situation of the saved. ‘The law, in all its 
requirements, being fulfilled inthe soul, justification is the con- 
sequence, This shows that the salvation is perfectly consist- 
ent with justice. ‘There is no divine law which opposes the 
reconciliation of the unreconciled. The saved therefore, arc 
brought into a state wherein all their moral faculties harmon- 
ize with all the revealed attributes of God. 

The life of God is the life of the ransomed soul. This is 
the life which was manifested in Jesus, which is the true God 
and eternal life. | 

Our second general enquiry is to ascertain the nature of the 
forgiveness of sin, and the action of that grace by which the 
before cescribed salvation is effected. i 

Forgiveness of sin is an act originating in the nature of God, 
and harmonizes both justice and mercy in the same action.— 
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If this can be made to appear, from the testimony of truth, it. 
will happily accord with the arguments on the first general 
query, and will also serve asa lamp, by which the remaining 
section will be illuminated. ‘God is love.” Forgiveness is 
a manifestation of love and one of its inseparable qualities. 
See Psalm cxxx, 3,4. “If thou, Lord, shouldest mark ine 
iquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness 
with thee, that thou mayest be feared.” In this text the fol- 
lowing ideas are manifest : 

1st. That God does not mark iniquities in the sense express- 
ed in the text. 

2d. That if he should mark iniquities in the sense of the 
text, none could stand. And 

3d. That there is forgiveness with God, as an abiding quali- 
ty of his nature, for which he is to be reverenced. It would 
be time lost which should be spent in proving what must be 
self-evident to every candid enquirer ; and surely nothing can 
be more celf-evident than that justice and mercy have their or- 
igin in the same eternal fountain of Love, which is God, 
There can be, therefore, no radical difference in their nature, 
any more than there can be two or more radically different 
principles in one indivisible essence. 

Justice and mercy are only different names whereby we dis- 
tinguish between different operations or manifestations of the 
same divine nature of love ; and as they have their origin in 
love, so they must of necessity be found united in love in their 
final ultimatum. Justice is that action or manifestation of 
love, by which divine requirements are enjoined on moral, ac- 
countable beings, and by which also preportionate rewards and 
punishments‘are assigned and awarded to all moral actions. — 
Justice, in the foregoing operations, being a modification of 
divine love, never deviates from the nature of love in the small- 
est, degree, and therefore never violates the designs of its con- 
temporary manifestation of love, which we call mercy ; and 
therefore never becomes unmerciful. | 

Mercy is that action or manifestation of love, by which that 
forgiveness-which is with God is manifested to the transgres- 
sor, in which manifestation we are brought to see, 

ist. The divine fituess of all the requirements of justice, and 
their perfect loveliness, being nicely fitted, planned and direct- 
ed according to the moral propriety, and the happiness ofthe 
creature. | 

2dly. The goodness of God in awarding tribulation and an- 
guish to every soul of man who doeth evil, as a mean directed 
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jn {nfinite wisdom to render sin truly hateful to the understand- 
itig, and obedience lovely. ~—And pila: 

3dly. The divine will and purpose of God in the moral ho- 
liness and everlasting happiness ot his creature, in the enjoy- 
inent of himself. Here we may say of mercy similat to what 
we said of justice—that mercy in the foregoing operations be- 
ing a modification of divine love, never deviates from the na- 
ture of love in the smallest degrée, and therefore never violates 
the designs of its Contemporary manifestation of divine love 
which we call justice, and therefore never becomes unjust. 

These niailffextétious of divine love correct the errontous 
notions existing in the mind of the sinner, and show God to be 
a father and a friend, directing his moral government for the 
good of his creatures, who ate dependent on him for all things, 

By correcting the ideas of the mind, and by illuminating the 
understanding, as just described, the soul is brought to love 
God in the full exercise of every faculty. This love to God is 
a necessary consequence arising from the manifestation of God’s 
love to the creature, therefore “we love him because he first 
loved us.” Tlie forgiveness of sin as seen in these operations 
effects the destruction of sin in the soul, for sin diés the mo- 
ment the soul is filled with love, as love is the fulfilling of the 
law ; and whien the law is thus fulfilled it can see no sin ; there- 
fore the very nature and action of the spirit of forgiveness is to 
take away sin, to destroy and make a full end of all iniquity in 
the soul where alone it is found. Thus we sce that the for- 
giveness of sin is an act which originates in the nature of God, 
and harmonizes both justice and mercy in the same action. 

Divine justice, which too many represent as unmerciful, 
vindictive and revengeful, is a manifestation of divine love, 
and requires nothing but love, which requirement is fulfilled 
in the creature to the full acceptatiun of justice, by the gracious 
action of mercy, in which that forgiveness which is with God 
is displayed to the understanding, which produces this love in 
the soul. Here we see the creature saved eccording’ to our 
first proposition ; not from deserved punishment for crimes 
committed, but from a sinful disposition, and from the com- 
mission of sins, and of course prevented from incurrimg or de- 
serving further correction. 

It mray be proper, in this place, to notice some scriptural ar- 
gungnts to show that forgiveness does not imply an act con- 
trary to the requirements of justice. See “Mat. xviii. 32, 33. 
**Q thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt because 
thou desirest me : shouldest thou not also have had compas- 

D 














* 


26 On Forgiveness of Sin. 
sion on thy fellow servant, even as [had pity onthee? Hete, 
he who had been forgiven, did not forgive his. fellow servant, 
therefore he is called wicked ; but he could not with propriety 
be called wicked for not dispensing with justice. Nor could 
the example of forgiveness’ which the Lord gave his servant, 
be justly binding on him, unless it be granted that justice in 
the strictest sense was satisfied with such example, and if it 
were, it could not be satisfied withont it. Divine justice, like 
every other attribute of God, can never be satisfied with any 
thing but its owa requirements. For instance, truth is in its 
nature in direct oppocition to falshoad ; it requires its own im- 
age in all moral beings, and never ean be satisfied with falshood. 
Wisdom is th< opposite of folly, and never can be pleased with 
it. So justice requires perfect right to take place in all things, 
and in all creatures, and it can never be satisfitd without ob- 
taining its object. Justice had a claim on this unforgiving 
servant, nor could he be released from the tormentors till he 
had paid the utmost farthing chat was due. The charg: made 
against him was for not forgiving his ‘ellow servant, as_ his 
Lord had set him the example in forgiving him, he therefore 
was found delinquent in the sum which he did not forgive to 
his fellaw-servant, and until this was paid, which could be paid 
only by forgiveness, he must be, according tothe requirements 
of retributive justice, under the controul of his tormentors.— 
The application which our blessed Saviour makes of this sub- 
ject is every way calculated to make the matter plain on which 
[am reasoning. See verse 35. ‘*So likewise shall my heay- 
enly Father do also unto you, if ye from ycur hearts forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses.” If justice did not 
require this forgiveness, surely our heavenly Father would 
not, in ali instances, award a heavy punishment to those who 
did not forgive. 

Though the subject may be thought sufficiently illustrated, 
_it may not be improper to subjoin the testimony of the beloved 
disciple, which is so very pertinent in this case. See 1. John, 
1. 9.. *\ If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our bins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” i wo 
important ideas are suggested by this passage, which I have 
endeavored to make appear in the foregoing reasoning. 

_ 1st. That justice requires forgiveness, and can never be sat- 
ished without it. And 

_ 2d, That forgiveness of sin is not the releasing of the sinner 
from the punishment due to crimes committed, but has its ac- 
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tion on, ar sana ifesiatices to the creature, in cleansing the sin- 


ner from all unrighteousness. 
The opinion that 1 it is just not to forgive sin, has established 


the spirit of pei elt is the op posit of the spirit of for- 


giveness, in the min ds of many, < om pet le of this sup- 
posed justice. On this “sek dss t kind and racicttur Father 
of our spirits is frequen prs oe as the most revengefu ul 


tyrant, never to be cutis fied wh ile the powerto revenge remains. 
Whatever name we give to the opposite of forgiveness, this 
opposite must of necessity be considered as opposite to justice 
ns it'is to mercy, for justice and mercy are equally the offspring 
of divine love ; therefore, whatever opposes one must of course 
oppose the other also. 

It is not unlikely that an objection will suggest itself in the 
minds of those who wish to support. the Opposite opinion of 
forgiveness, of the following nature, Then the sinner may de- 
anand forgiveness on the principle of justice ! And if he have 
a right to demand it, his receiving it lays him under no obliga- 
tion of thankfulaess. This objection urges our subject still 
farther into the light, and is answered as follows. Neither 
forgiveness, nor the justice of forgiveness, either originates 
from the guilty, or fn its abiding with him, The gui'ty 
sinner is in opposition to the spirit ‘of divine love, which is the 
fountain of all the divine attributes; therefore is under a moral 
impossibility of demanding even justice to himself ; for if he 
could, in a moral sense, be even reconciled to have justice ex- 
ecuted, he would not, in a moral sense, be a sinner, because he 
would not be opposed to justice. 

Forgiveness, and the justice of forgiveness, originate in, 
and have their abidance with God ; he Buc is able to forgive, 
and to move his creatures to exercise the same divine virtue. 

The gracious reception and bountiful mercy which the re- 
turning prodigal experienced in his father’s house, were by no 
means blessings to which any Virtue in him gave him a claim. 
His own confession shows that in his opinion, which opinion 
was formed consistently with his own character, he was 
no more worthy to be cither called his father’s son, or to 
be treated as such; and these are the feelings and. opinions 
which every true penitent must feel'and entertain of himself. 
But the facher of the prodigal reasoned from different. princi- 
ples, and deduced the justice of the mercy shown to his son 
from data within himself, and which Jay beyond the reach of 
the prodigal’s comprehension, and to which the elder son, who 
built his claims on the merit of hisgaua works, was equally 
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blind. As the elder brother supposed that he had a just claim, 
by virtue of his obedience, to every thing which he needed, he 
was in a s‘tuation to oppose the doctrine for which his father 
contended, and the justice of the mercy which he was disposed 
to show to his penitent off.pring. 

As wes just obseryed, the feelings and opinion which tha 
prodigal had enterta ned of himself, are those which every 
truc penitenr must feel and entertais of himseif, But our heav- 
ely father being possessed of that unbounded love which ig 
stronger thar death, which many waters cannot quench, nor 
floods drown, in justice to his moral perfections, forgives our 
sins according to the riches of his grace, and by this forgive, 
ness vindicates his character against every ynreasonable cnarge 
which the alienated sou! has brought against it, leaving nothing 
to prevent the object of his love from loving him supremely 
with indescribable gratitude. 

Should we disallow the divine character, the beauties and 
excellencies which the foregoing arguments are designed top 
illustrate, and suppose that God is possessed of the opposite of 
forgiveness, name it what we please, it is evident beyond all 
comtroversy that this opposition to forgiveness is as just in its 
degree, in the creature, as it is in the creator, But nothiny io 
man can be mure contrary to every principle of goodness than 
the opposite of forgiveness. Hence it is a fair conclusion that 
the opposite of forgivencss neverexisted in God, Though the 
special manifestation of that forgiveness which is ever with 
God, may be a new act in relation to the creature who receives 
such manifestation, and the time when such manifestition is 
made may jusily be called the time when the sinner is forgiven, 
“Gt would fall infinitely short of propriety to suppose that this act 

of forgiveness is new as it respects him who is the same yester- 
day, to day and forever, e. 
Our third genera! proposition remains to be noticed, which 
is to define the naure of that retribution which is implied in 
the expression “render unto every man according to his work,” 
and show the consistency of such retribution with the before 
described forgiveness, and the necessity of such retribution 
and fergiveness in or der to produce our salvation 
In order to define the nature of this retribution, it is neces- 
sary, ip ‘the first place, to fix on the object which such retribu- 
tion is designed to affect ; ; and secondly it is necessary to de- 
fine the ratio of reward of punishment which the work of the 
accountable creature meriis or demerits, in relation to the ob- 
ject to which this retribution is directed. 
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‘With regard to the object which is promoted by the blessed 
yeward with which our heavenly father is pleased to honor the 
work of moral righteousness, which work is performed by the 
moral and physical powers which are giver to man, it is evident 
from scripture and reason that this object is not to establish 
the creature in an opinion of his independence, bui the reverse. 
Jt is designed and wisely calculated to show the creature his 
infinite obligation to his creator for the gift of those moral and 
physical powers, by the proper exercise of which he 1s capable 
of sublime happiness. It is not to implant yor to cultivate the 
vain notion that our good works have procured for us the frienc- 
ship of our creator, but to show us that our creator was alwavs 
kindly disposed towards us, and that he created us for happi- 
ness, pursuant to the good pleasure of his own will. It is not 
to cherish the too prevalent opinion that the creature’s merit 
insures him a title to eternal salvation, but to show us that all 
our acceptable virtues and the blessed rewards with which God 
has pleased to approbate them, are mere consequences result- 
ing from that great salvation wrought by grace. Insupport of 
the above, see Eph. ii. 8,9,10. ‘For by grace are ye 
saved, through faith ; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God : not of works, least any man should boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we shculd walk in them.” 

With regard to the object which is to be promoted by the 
punishment with which God is pleased to discountenance 
transgression, it is not to retaliate any injury done to him, for 
the supposition that God is injured by the sin of his creature 
necessarily establishes the idea that he is benefited by our vir- 
tue, which makes him io both cases dependent on us. That 
such an opinion is as contrary to scripture as it is to sound rea- 
son, may be seen by the following passages. Job xxxv. 6, 7, 8. 
* If thou sinnest, what dost thou against him? Or if thy trans- 
gressions be multiplied, what dost thou unto him? If thou be 
righteous, what givest thou him? Or what receivest he of 
thine hand ? Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art, and 
thy righteousness may profitthe son of man.” Psalm xvi. 2, 
3. ‘*OQmy soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, thou art 
my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee; but to 
the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in 
whom is all my delight.” ' But even if the absard notion 
that God receives injury by our sins, be granted, yet it 
would be contrary to his revealed word for him to retaliate by 
injuring usin return. See Mat. v. 44,48. “But T say unto 
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you, love your: enemies, bless them that curse you, do good. ta 
them that hate vou, and pray for then: which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you ; that ye may be the children of your father 
which is in neaueh.s for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the un- 
just. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have 
ye? Donot even the publicans the same ? And if you saiute 
your brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do not 
even the publicans so? Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as 
your father which is. in heaven.is perfect.” Rom. xii. 20, 21. 
Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 
give him drink ; for in sq doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcame of evil, but overcome evil with 
ood,” 

: After being fully conyinced that God never awards punish~ 
ment to the sinner from_a:principle of retaliation, it may still 
serve to illustrate: the subject to allow that hedoes for the sake 
of secing what must be the consequence deduceible from such 
premises. 

Allowing Gad to be injured by sin, and that he punishes the 
sinner according to his sins, with a design to support and grat- 
ify a.principle of retaliation. and revenge, of which he is pos- 
sessed, the conclysion is, that he will injure the sinner exactly 
as.much as the sinner has injured the Almighty, and no more ! ' 
Having carried this particular as far as appeats necessary in 
order to shaw that the idea of punislument on the principle of 
2zetaliation is erroneous, I would close my remarks on the sub- 
ject.by observing, that if such a.principle could be supported, 

€ consequence generally supposed to follow must be neces- 
sarily given. up, ugless it he contended that the great, Jehovah 
myst. absolutely: feel the ll effects of sin to the wasteless ages 
of -his existence, this being the supposed durance of the retal- 

dation! 

The object to be, promoted by the retribution signified by re- 
awarding every. man.according to his work, in alkcases where the 
work. of the.creature requires the rod of chastisement, may be 
exsily understood by the following. scriptures. See Prov. iii, 11, 

2, ‘My son, despise nvt the chastiseing of the Lord ; neither be 
‘weary of his, correction ;, for whom the Lord loy eth’ he cor- 
aecteth, even asa father the Aen in whom he detighteth.” Heb. 
Rie AO: 14.1 oz they. veuty or a few days chastened us after 
their.own, pleasure ; but h e for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.” Lam. iil, 31,32, 33, “For te Lord 
awijl not cast olf. forever,;, but though he cguse grief, yet will he 


ety Fm Borat 
; as ee m - Pa 
°¢ eater. i 12 ee 







































aie, eS 
‘oo ees Cage eae 








On Forgiveness of Sin. St 


have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies.— 
For he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 
The manitest object to be promoted by a just retribution for 
sin, according to the foregoing scripttres, is the profit which 


results to the creature by being made a partaker of divine 
holiness, which clearly shows that this retribution is directed 
by divine love as is so manifestly and particularly set forth in 
the above scriptures. | : 

An objection to a general application of the foregoing pas- 
sages will undoubtedly labour in some very candid minds, as 
the more Common Use of suth scripture is to designate the 
merciful dealings of God with those for whom he entertains 
a more particular love than he does for sinners in general. To 
this objection, it is believed, the objector will find a satisfactory 
answer, in the following arguments and illustrations. 

ist. As the objection necessarity supposes that God awards 


afflictions and tribulations to some with a graciuvus design ta’ 


his mora} holiness, and that to others he awards afflictious and 
tribulations without designing any good to the afflicted, the 
candid objector is required to examine carefully and see what 
disposition exists in the all-wise creator so different from love, 
which warrants this supposition. This disposition surely is not 
entitled to any appellation by which we distinguish the happy 
harmonious family of divine love, because it is manifestly in 
direct opposition to the nature and communications of Love. 

2d. The general subject now under consideration is founded 
on that divine testimony, in which it is declared that God will 
render unto every man according to his deeds, which testimony 
is used in evidence by the apostle, to prove that there is no re- 
spect of persons with God. 

If it be argued that God punishes some sinners from a «lispo- 
sition of love, for their spiritual profit, and that he punishes 
others from an entirely different disposition, it is required how 
the impartiality for which we concéive our heavenly father is 
so justly celebrated, is to be maintained. 

3dly. If it be argued that the divine being grievously afflicts 
and forever casts off, and will never have mercy on some of 
the children of men, does not this argument stand in direct op- 
position to the unreserved and positive testimony above quo- 
ted from the prophet Jeremiah ? 

4thly. An illustration of this subject is obtained by examin- 
ing the dealings of God with Nebuchadnezz:r, king 6f Baby- 
los. For his sins, against which the prophet Daniel admon- 
‘ished him, and for the pride of his heart in not acknowled¢iog 
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his dependence on God, he was deposed of his glory and king4 
dom, deprived of his reason and understanding, driven from 
human society, and being possessed of the heart of a beast, he 
had his portion in the grass of the earth until seven times pass- 
ed over c ere is an astonishing example of God’s disap- 
probation of sin, perhaps as much so as any particulaf circum- 
stance recorded ip scripture. However, all this just retribu- 
tion was directed in conformity to that divine love, which like 
a band of iron and brass secured him as in the tender grass of 
the earth, and finally issued in bringing one of the most haughty, 
self-sufficient, and ungodly of tyrants into the deepest humili- 
ty, and just sense of his dependence on the God of heaven, and 
to make the following acknowledgment. See Daniel iv. 37. 
** Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the 
king of heaven, al! whose works are truth, and his Ways judge- 
ment ;_ and those that walk in pride he is able toabase.” It ig 
evident beyond contradiction, that God chastised the king of 
Babylon for his profit. It must likewise be granted that he 
rewarded, or rendered unto him according to his deeds ; fot 
the testimony is, that God will rend-r unio every man accord- 
ing to his deeds. The unavoidable conclusion from these de- 
monstrated facts, is, that in r: warding or rendering unto every 
min according to his work, the profit of the creature is the ob- 
ject Lo be promotec e ° 

Lastly, in auswer to the above objection, it is reasonable to 
surge the moral depravity on which the objection is founded ; 
for it is evident, as has been proved trom the word of God, 
that to render evil lor evil is contrary to the revealed charactef 
of our heavenly father, and a sin which he reprovesinus. And 
as itis evident that the objection riot only tolerates this iniqui- 
ty in ourselves and among men, hut also charges it on our 
father who is in heaven, it ought to be rescinded. 

We are assured thai the correction exercis«d by our heaven- 
ly father is similar to that which a father cxXerc’ses on his son 
in whom he delighteth. This is making use of the parental af- 
fections, and of the purenta! faithfulness, which being duly op- 
erative in unison, discover in a striking manner the administra- 
tion of retributive justice as administered by God himse't.— 
The faithful father will render untu his son according to his 
deeds ; but never punishes his son from a disposition of revenge 
or retaliation, but from motives which the tenderest love ard 
affection inspire, directing this. retribution with all possible 
wisdom and prudence in such « way as to curry conviction to 
the mind of the chastened, that parental love is the moving 
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cause of.this affection... Here is the nature of forgtveness dis- 
played in,the dispensation of justice ; aad the sole object is the 
good of the son,.which is tobe effected by taking away his 
sins. This retribution thenis necessary in order to carry in- 
to effect the merciful designs of that forgiveness which is for- 
ever with God, The want of love in a parent not only gives 
his chastisements an unfavoruble appearance, but renders them 
useless as to answering any laudable purpose. ‘This want of 
love surely cannot be imputed to our heavenly father, and as it 
must be acknowledged that there is no lack of wisdom or pow- 
er in him, so itmust be acknowledged that the gracious pur- 
poses of all his dispensations will be accomplished in due time. 

Lest possibly a difficulty should labor in the mind respect- 
ing the ratio of punishment, as the text defines it to be accord- 
ing to our work, it may be expediert to illustrate this particu- 
jar, in doing which it will fall in our way to show the, distinc- 
tion which it is proper to make between justice and mercy. 

Though we have sufficiently proved that the design of chas- 

tisement is the profit of the chastised, yet the process by which 
the sinner is brought to experience this profii, perhaps ought 
more fully tobe considereds» 
_. The most immediate object of chastisement is to produce 
true,penitence in the transgressor ; and while the love of the 
divine being is exercising the rod-of .affliction for this special 
purpose, the administration of divine love is distinguished by 
the term justice. When the necessary work of repentance is 
fully effected, and the penitent feels bis utter unworthiness 
to receive the least favor,. judging from his own wicked 
character, the still abounding goodness of God is now glo- 
riously manifested to the enraptured mind, now al! filled with 
wonder to behold the goodness of him whom he had disobev- 
ed ; this scene of divine favour is distinguished by tlic term 
mercy. These different terms are therefore not to distinguish 
different dispositions in God, but different manifestations which 
the same disposition in our heavenly father makes to his crea- 
ture. 

The ratio of punishment is to be measured in relation to two 
particular circumstances ;. the first is the state of moral turpi- 
tude into which the sinner has fallen ; and the second is, the 
situation of penitence into which this proportionate punishment 
is designed to bring him. 

When the prodigal son had suffered enough to convince him 
of the evil nature of his conduct, and to humble him in his 


“OWN estimation, it was sufficient. ‘There was no revenge rank- 


ie 











Fah ee hey hee 
% Fh. Meee oF 


Christ’s Sufferings. 


ling in the heart of the father which remained to be’ satisfied 
after the son humbly confessed, * Father, I have sinnetl against: 
heaven and in thy sight, and am no mote worthy to be called 
thy son.” It was then a suitable time for the open manifesta- 
tions of love and mercy to be displayed to the infinite honor of 
the father, and to the unspeakable happiness of the son, now 
saved, not from deserved punishment, but from his prodigality 
and sin. . 

While it is readily acknowledged that the foregoing tract 
falls greatly short of embracing, so particularly, the various sub- 
jects which are necessarily connected with and allied to the 
general question under consideration, of what might reasona- 
bly be expected from arguments better constructed, or a trea- 
tise labored more largely, vet a humble hope is entertained 
that the most important subjects are made sifficiently pldin to 
the understanding of the reader, as to contribute something to 
the promotion of piety towards God and morality among men. 

It is conceived that whenever the divine character is con= 
sistently represented to the human mind, and man is taught to 
see a father in his crestor, he willno lounger be disposed to call 
him a hard master, but feeling his sonship in the father of his 
spirit, will strive to discharge the duties of piety and unfeigned 
devotion. And it is further believed that by taking our les- 
sons of morality from the manifestations of the divine charac- 
ter, so wonderfully displayed inthe econemy of his universal 

oodness, our morality wili naturally become well purified from 
all the evils of superstition, and will facilitate the desired ob- 
ject of our loving our neighbours as ourselves. 


ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ON THE APPLICATION: OF 
CARIST’S SUFFERINGS. ' 


Question. Asthe Scriptures declare that Christ suffered the just 
for the urjust—and by his stripes we are hcaled—in what manaer 
is an application made to ovr salvation, of his sufferings, so as to 
produce such an effect ? 


That ali mankind are sinners, and that “‘ there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be sa- 
ved,” but * by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,” who was 
* crucified,” and “ whom God raised from the dead,”’* will not 
be called in question in this discussion ; as those facts are not 


*Acts iv. 10, 12. 
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disputed by any who belieye in divine revelation: neither 
shall we call in question the propriety or necessity of the death 
and sufferings t Christ ; for being not “slow of heart to be- 
lieve-all that the prophets have spoken,” we cannot say that 
Christ ought not “to have suffered these things, and to enter 
into his glory !’* But the only question now to be considered is, 
In what manner is an application made to our salvation, of his 
sufferings, so as to produce such an effect? Or in other words, 
How does qur salvation stand connected with the sufferings of 
Christ 2? Or, What bearing or relation has his death and suf- 
ferings with our salvation, so that it may be with propriety 
said, that “ with his stripes we are healed ?” | 

The question being thus fully and fairly stated, an answer 
will now be attempted in a plain, shart and concise, though as 
explicit a manner as our limits will admit. 

Perhans it may not be improper just to premise, that while 
the writer of this article makes no pretensions to infallibility, 
it is but just to remark, that all the light he has been able to ob- 
tain by any thing that he has read on this subject, has anly con- 
vinced him that the Christian world, generally speaking, arc 
very much in the dark $e ebiery Bey And though ‘he is very 
far from supposing that he shall be able to give a full and sat- 
isfactory answer to the question proposed, yet as what he has 
thought proper to suggest may lead to further enquiry, he 
humbly solicits the serious and candid attention of the reader 
to the following remarks, For a subject of so much impor’ ance 
certginly merits our attention, and even if there have been here- 
tofore no mistake respecting it, an investigation may not be 
improper, for it will only serve to confirm us more fully in the 
truth. 

It isan idea among Christians that has gaiued almost univer- 
sal consent, that * Sin, with respect to its object, is an infinite 
evil.” ‘Sin, therefore, Deserves an infinite, thatis an ever- 
lasting puntshment.”¢ This idea has led many people to sup- 
pose that Deity is so incensed against his creature man by rea- 
son of sin, that “all mankind are under his wrath and curse, 
and made liable to the pains of hell forever.” ‘' God,” however, 
*‘ having out of his mere good pleasure from all eternity elected 
some to everlasting life,” appeared ig the second person of the 
Godhead, “who being the eternal Son of God became man,” 
and ¢o continuing ‘to be God and man in two distinct natures,” 
he executed the *“office of a Priest in his once offering‘up him- 








*3t Luke, XXIV, 23,26 tSmith’s Letters.to Belsham, p, 30. 
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self asacrifice,to satis/y divine justice, and reconcile us to God.” * 

From the above statement it will be clearly seen, that in the 
view of this principle, which has been considered as the funda- 
menial doctrine of Christianity, the chief object of the death 
and sufferings of Christ was “to satisfy divine justice”; or in 
other words, to appease omnipotent wrath ! or placate the im-+ 
placable Deity ! !f aa 

Having united in this general principle, christians have here 
split, and taking different roads, according to their different 
views of the character of God _ or their different modes of rea- 
soning from the scriptures on this subject, have been at perpet-- 
ual variance. 

Some have contended that the sufferings and death of Christ, 
or the atenement, which has been considered the same thing, 
was designed only to answer the requirements of the divine 
law, and open a door whereby God could be just, andyet the justi- 
fier of him that believeth, or ia other words, be just in the salva- 
tion of sinners ; whereas, had it not been for the death of 
Christ, his justice would have sentenced all to endless misery! 
But yet such ones contend, that the sacrifice was not designed 
for one any more than another, nor for a part any more than for 
the whole, for it required an infinite sacrifice ‘‘ to satisfy divine 
justice,” in order to save but one sinner, and it required no 
more to save the whole. ‘ He, that is Christ, rendered to the 
authority of the holy law, those honors which Deity, only in 
union with human nature, could render.”— Those of this sen- 
timent further argue, that, having obtained all that the law re- 
quired, that is, “divine justice being fully satisfied” by the 
death of Christ, God will save those, and those only, whom it 
was-his eternal purpose to save ; and it is his eternal purpose 
to save the e/ect—-while he does the non-elect no injustice ; for 
both elect and non-clect deserve eternal punishment !} 





*WVestminster Assembly’s Shorter Catechism 

fItis not suggested, however, that the writers of this statement re« 
present the Deity as being implacable, in so many words, but on the 
other hand “infinitely placable ;’’ but it is left to the candid reader 
to judge, if there be some sinnersconcerning whom the justice of Gcd 
will never be satisfied, whether he is not implacable ; and if yustice be 
satisfied it Can require no more. 

-$Smith’s Letters, p 33 | e 

§What is said about fenitence and impenitence, makes no difference 
in this argument, as it is the goodness of God that leads mento repen- 
tance ; and the sentiment alluded to above, warmly advocates “ the 
doctrine of narticular,eleciion, and the doctrine of the special influen- 
ces of the spirit of Godin regeneration.” » Adams’ View of Religions— 
See Hopkinsians, fr. 134. 
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Others have supposed, “ That Jesus Christ, by his death and 


: suffering made an atonement for the sins of the elect only, and 


has utely purchased grace, holiness, and all spiritual bless- 
ings for his ade ;” that is, for the elect ; “that he did not 
die for all, and all for whom he died will certainly be saved.”* 

Others have supposed, ** That Jesus Christ by his death and 
sufferings, madé aa atonement for the sins of all mankind in 
general, and of every individual id particular ; that, however, 
none but those who believe in him can be a partaker of their di- 
vine benefit. ‘That is, the death of Christ put all men in a ca- 
pacity of btiug justified, upon condition of their faith, repen- 


tancé, and sincere obedience to the laws of the new cOvenant—~ | 


that chose, however, who are unitéd to Christ by faith, may 
fall from their faith, and forfeit finally their state of grace.” f 


Others. have suppose d, that Christ by his death and suffer- 
ings “¢made complete satisfaction for the sins of the elect— 
that by God’s laying our iniquities upon Christ, he became as 
completely sinful as we, and we as completely righteous as 
Christ—that the new. covenant is not made properly with us, 
but with Christ for us ; and this covenant is all of promise, hav- 
ing no. conditions for us to perform ; for faith, repentance, and 
obedience are not conditions on our part, but Christ’s ; and he 
repented, believed and obeyed for us—and to inflict punish- 
ment once upon the surety, and. upon the believer, is con- 
trary to the justice of God, as well as derogatory to the satis- 
faction of Christ.”{ ) 

Not materially differing from the last mentioned sect, only 
in the extent of the satisfaction, are those who have been re- 
presented, and perhaps justly, as holding, *‘ That Christ as Me- 
diator, was so united to mankind, that his actions were theirs, 
his obedience and sufferings theirs ; and consequently, he has 
as fully restored the whole human race to the divine favor, as 
if all had obeyed and suffered in their own persons.” For 
‘* Christ obeyed the law and underwent the penalty,” and “his 
condition and state are ours.’’} 

But waReR I the difference in the several systems of 
faith above mentioned, not only respecting the death and suf- 
ferings of Christ, but in many other respects, yet they all seem 
to have agreed in this one particular, that is, that the death and 
sufferings of Christ were inflicted as the penalty, or substituted 
as the penalty of the divine Jaw ; and therefore his death was 


*Ibid—see Calvinists, p86,87. fIbid—see Artainians, p 44, 45, 46. 
tIbid——see Antinomians, p 46. §Ibide-see Universalists, p 293 
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necessary to restore mankind to the divine fayor, or “to satisfy 
divine justice” ; which presupposes a time. when man was tot 
in the faver of God, or when divine justice was dissatisfied ! 

_ The objection against, this idea lays in the immutability. of 
God., See Mal. ii. 6. ‘For I am the Lord, I change not ; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” If God be:un- 
changeable, the idea that he has become any more propitious, 
any-more merciful, possessing aay more love or clemency. to+ 
wards man, in consequence. of the death and sufferings. of 
Christ, (or from any other cause) or that mankind, or any part 
of them, are any more in the fayor of God now, or ever wiil 
be, than what they eternally. have been, ever since they were 
created in hig own image, is wholly unfounded. Haw would 
it have been possible far God, to have “ commended” his love 
towards us by the death of Christ, if his death were necessary 
to produce or procure the love of God to sinners? And if 
God loved sinners to that degree that he did not withhold his 
own Son, * but delivered him up for us all,” it may be asked 
with propriety, how much better will God love those sinners 
after they shall have become saints ? And if God have no 
love to sinners until after they are regenerated and born again, 
and if regeneration be produced by the “special influeaces of 
the Spirit of God, and if there be some that never will be thus 
regenerated, how was the death of Christ a ‘‘commendation” of 
the love of'God to them? ‘* Herein ig love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us,’and sent his son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins.” + Lf we caanot conceive of any greater love 
than that which was manifested in the gift of the Son of God, 
then certainly his death was not necessary to ** purchase grace, 
holiness, and all spiritual blessings for his people,” or in other 
words, to “restore” man to the “divine favor,” because man 
was already in the grace or fuvor of God, (which is the same 
thing) and the gift of God in his son Jesus Christ, is in 
evidence of favor. And as we have no scripture evidence 
that divine justice was ever dissatisfied, nor can we conceive 
how justice cou'd he satisfied by the sufferings of innocence, as 
a penalty which was due only to the guilty, and as the holy 
scriptures do not impute sin to Christ, or any where consider 
him in the character of a sinner, so we cannot see how the suf- 
ferings of Christ could ‘ satisfy divine justice.” 


- But perhaps the reader begins. to grow impatient for a_posi- 
tive answer to the question. Then observe, The gift of God 
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ia Christ Jesuis, and the persevering works of his ministry, 
even to the laying down of hislife, werenecessary to COMMEND 

THE LOVE oF Gop TO SINNERs; and the sufferings and death 
of Christ were consequent upon his being sent ‘‘in the likeness 
of sinful flesh,”’* his comingintoa sinful world ‘+ Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends :”¢ “ But God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” + For 
when we were yet-without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungedly.”f + ; ' 

- Having given this answer, it will now be incumbent on us 
to shew how it may be said that Christ suffered the just for the 
unjust, or died for us, the ungodly, uhless he suffered a penalty 
justly due to us for our transgressions. And, to be sure. if 
there be no way in which one person may be said to suffer for 
anothe?®, unless he suffer in the character of a criminal, or asa 
surety, or in some’sense or other suffer a punishment which is 
justly due to the person for whom he ‘suffers, we may meet 
with some difficulty in explaining this subject ; but if it may 
be said of a man with propriety, that he suffers for another, or 
for others, although he does not suffer in the character or in 
the sense above mentioned, then we shall meet with.no difficul- 


ty in reconciling all the scripture testimony upon this subject . 


with the answer above given ; that is, that all the. $ufferings, 
and even the death of Christ, in the light of suff:ring, was con- 
sequent upon his coming into a sinful world ; and it pleased 
the Father to send him into the world to commend, or manifest 
his love tothe human race. “For God so /cved the world, 
that he sent his only begotten Son, &c.”’§ 

It will require but little attention to discover that one man 
may with propriety be said to suffer for others, although to 
gain some glorious object, he voluatarily put himself into the 
place of suffering. This is always the case when one man 
freely offers himself, or engages in a service, in the behalf of 
others, that occasions him painful labors, or brings on himself 
the envy and reproach of an ungrateful public. As, for an ex- 
ample: Did not the [LLusrrious Wasuincren, the political 


saviour of his country, voluntarily suffer, and expose himself | 


to every hazard and danger for America? And will any body 
pretend that he suffered as a criminal, or that he suffered’ a 
penalty justly due to others? No! Although he was ‘*num- 


See vint,S tStJohn, xv. 13.  $Rom, v.8,6  §St-John, 
111, 1 | 
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bered with the transgressors,” or with the rebellious, by those 
who were inimical to the independence, or political salvation, 
which he atchieved, yet his name will ever be dear to every 
true American. Yes, and it may be said, in a certain sense, 
“‘he suffered the just for the unjust ;” for he suffered as much 
for those of his countrymen who at heart were inimicalto him, 
and secretly strove to thwart all his plans, being citizens of the 
United States, as he did for those who were workers together 
with him in the glorious cause ; and the Independence-of the 
United States was finaliy gained as much for those who were 
inimical to American liberty, being citizens, as it was for him- 
self, Alithis suffering was for us, the sons of freedom and 
liberty, for his country, and in many respects for his ene- 
mies ! And if there had been a traitor, like Arnold, or if there 
had been a Fudas in his own family, it is possible he might have 
been massacred or suffered an ignominious death, as tite lead- 
er of rebellion! But even had this also been the case, it might 
have been truly said that he suffered and died for us ; or if he 
had been slain in the fieid of battle, his name would have been 
enrolled with Warren, Monrcomery, and other American 
Heroes who bled for us. All this, so far as it goes, is direct- 
ly in point. 

Once more.—The following similitude coming nearer to 
the case uhder consideration, will throw further light upon the 
subject. 

A father has a numerous family of children, all of whom, 
except their elder brother, have revolted from him, and have 
eaten of forbidden and poisonous fruit, which has so deranged 
the state of their minds that they have lost the true knowledge 
of their father, have formed very erroneous ideas of his char- 
acter, have become alienated from his happy life through ig- 
porance, not knowing their father’s love and affsction towards 
them, and are seeking happiness in the indulgence of their 
carnal appetites and passions. The father remains the same, 
and posesses every parental tie and feeling towards his chil- 
drea, notwithstanding their false notions respecting their fa- 
ther’s eharacter. He foresaw all the consequences of their 
disobedience, even before they revolted from him, and as they 
were not irreparable, he, for wise purposes, suffered them to 
revolt ; knowing that he had a sure antidote within himself for 
this poisonous food, and by delivering them from their lapsed 
state, he should be able to make such displays of his love and 
goodness towards his children as would ever after establish 
them in a just and permanent faith respecting his character, 
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“dangers and thet at rat undertaking,'constituted bim 
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In all this ‘it is'very easy to discover the nature of the éif- 
- ferings of the first-born, or Hla would be a proper application 
“to ben made of them iff this case. Didhe receive stripes? ? ‘they 
~ ‘were in lay ahr of the ignorance, prejudices, malice and 






_ envy of his guilty brethren. © And although they were healed 
directly ‘the br od of Efe yet 9g a were healed, indirectly, 
bs , or se. 
sacks not the Ai Cade tenepedice lin spoken of as cost- 


__ ing much b/god ?—as being achieved by the d/ood of our fathers 
“and brethren ; méaning the blood, of tk the slain and wounded in 
“ the fie'd of battle? But who vet supposed that-the blood of 
our bravest meh, when’ spilt; had‘any more efficacy than ‘water 

spilt on the' gre dnd ? ? None! ‘Nor did even the unparalleled 
~~ sufferings fs knit , although they were almost 

boyd di desc: ito » have Artec ‘more effect, in an abstract point 

_ of view, towa fe ening our’ independence ; for every one 
knows that’ every Officer and soldier that fell, instead of strength- 
ening, “weakened the “American forces ; anid so with the other 

“sufferings. © ‘Yet'those sufferings Were immediately connected 

" ee that power, ‘which, under” God , performed the glorious 

‘dee “e 

 * "Soin theother weety ‘Tt was the bread of li ife, which 
_ was communicated through tHe | agericy of the first-born, and 
“not his sufferings; that affected the deliverance of his brethren. 
“ “The bread of lifé’réstored’ them from all the evil effects ‘ef the 
. Poisonous fruit?’ His’ Agirevtin, 03 abstractedly considered, did 

~~ them no 00d ; “heither oaght we to view them as a penalty in- 

_, ficted by the’ fathet in c uence of the disobediencé of his 
» other ehildree Sut his ‘suffetings all’come’ from a different 
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brethren. _ Yet hissufferings were immediately connected with, 
and held a conspicuous place in the arduous work, “- 
__ By recurring to the scriptures, it will be clearly szen that the 
above similitudes are directly to the point in question. * - 
Christ.is the “fisst.born of every creature,” the “head af 
every man,” the ‘‘only begotten of the father,’ who went not 
astray. He came.to do the will of nim that sent him, to seek 
and to save that which was lost. He. is the ‘“‘biead of God” 
‘which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life to the werld. 
But the bread which he gives he declares to be his flesh, and 
Jhis ‘“‘ blood is drink indeed.” Yet Christ himself adds, “ It is 
the spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they. are life.”* 
Hence it is evident that it is that divine instruction which pro- 





ceeded from the lips of Jesus, and not his death, which alone Fay 


is abie to quicken into life a soul that is dead in trespasses and 
sins. How is it conceivable that the literal flesh or blood of 
_, Jesus should have any more efficacy to,put away sin, than the 

flesh or biood of the sacrifices under the law? And the apostle | 
_, saith “It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sin.’ 

It will be readily granted that Christ, as an offering, was the 
great antitype, in whom all the types under the law concentra- 
ted, and in this sense we may consider his death as the closing 
and most solemn scene of the legal dispensation ; but still all 
_ that pertained to his body, literally, as an offering or sacrifice, 
is nothing more than what pertains to the /eiter that &:/leth ;”} 
that is, as it respects an expiation made by his death and suf- 
ferings, body or blood. We are not insensible that the apostle 
, saith, “ The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin ;”} 
., but itis believed that a careful attention to this subject will 
convince any rational unprejadiced mind, that whenever the 
blood of Christ is spoken of as cleansing from sin, it is used fig- 
utatively ; it means the ‘blood of the everlasting covenant ;’{ 
that is, the life and strength of that covenant. 

Christ, in a spizitual sense, is the covenant of God to his 
peopie ; andas blood, in a natyral sense, is the life and strength 
_ ofthe animal, so the biood of Christ, in a spiritual sense, is the 
life and strength of the covenant of God. See Isaiah xlii. 6, 7. 
*-1 the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will, hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 


* St. John vi, 33,'1,.55,63. . +tHeb.x,4.  $1L Cor. x11, 6 
§ 1. Johan, 1, 7. { Heb. x111, 20. | 
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the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, 
to hing out the oriniadiee from the prison, and them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison-house.” This covenant contains ev- 


ery spiritual blessing wherewith the God and Father of orr 


Lord Jesus Christ hath blessed us “according as Le hath cl o- 
sen us in kim before the foundation of the worid, that we should 
be holy, and without blame before him in'‘love.”* “For there- 
in is immortality and cternaltife brought to light through the 
gospel’ of the Sou SF God. * A YF See es mae i 
It is not our present design to attempt an’ elucidation of 
Go i’s holy and gracious covenant, but if our present views of 
the subject are Correct, then it is evident that the death and suf- 


feriigs of Christ, in themselves considered, have a}l that rela- 


tion or counexiun with our salvation, according to the magni 
tude of the object, as the fatigue'and sweat of a man who volun 
tar'ly labors in the field to procure bread for his children, have » 
with the life and health of his children. In the first place, the 
life of his children is the gift of God: Secondly, That life is 
prolonged, and render@d comfortable’and happy by the means 
of the labor in the field: Thirdly, Fatigue and sweat are the 
natural effects of labor. ‘Thus God said to Adam, “In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou’ eat bread ;”f meaning that he 
should be obliged’ co till the ground to procure that necessary 
articl:s So in the other case ; OuP existence is the gift of God. 
Secondly, That existence is rendered happy by the grace of 
God given us in him who is made’ unto us wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctific ition and redemption jf and to bring us*to the 
knowledge of this grace was’ Christ’s'errand into the world. 
Thirdly, His sufferings and death were the matural consequen-- 
ces, considering the state that mankind “were in, of ‘his’ com- 
ing into the world on such an errand. Hence it may-be said 
that we are healed by his stripes in the same séfise that Adam 
ate bread zn, or by the sweat of his face. : 
There is another circumstance respécting the death of Christ 
which ought not to pass unnoticed ; that-ir, as it respects the 
magnitude of his sufferings. © This is @ subject upon which but 
very little has appeared in print. It has been generally under» 
stood, however, by those who consider the violation of the 
obligations of the creature to love and‘ obey God, infinitely 
criminal, that the holy and righteous law of God incurred 
an infinite penalty, and of course demanded an infinite punish- 
ment; or required an infinite sacrifice ‘as a substitute, none of 
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wikeiesamih me abated ;ohence. at. has; been. believed «that, the. 
sufferings of. Christ. were equal-ia magnitude to the infinite,.or, . 
endlgge misery of all those who will finally be saved oat the mer- 
its, of that-all-sufficient sacrifice. It is no. more th 
ble to. suppose that the advocates of this system Sens man oh 
covered some difficulty on.this subject ; hence there seems to, 
have been a studied reserve as toexpressing it in plain, and 
positive terms. For but very few have ever been willing to 
state, in.so many words, that God did absolutely die ! or even 
suffer,! and, short of this, idea, it has, been difficult to see, how 
there, cou!d have been an. infinite sacrifice, or an infinite suffer- 
ing in, the death.of Christ ; for if. Deity himself did not suffer, 
then the suffering.was no more than, human ; and evenif all hu- 
man nature suffered in him, the suffering being short, was very 
far from. being infinite. _This point, therefore, has rather, been 
attempted. to be, supported by implication and allusions, than by 
any positive proof....We frequently. meet with - Our dying, 
God,” ..“* Our bleeding God,” .“« Maker diec ’ &c.. in hymns 
composed tor public devotion, alluding to the death of Christy, 
bat in,connection with such other words, that nothing short,ef 
the. Deity could be meant... This undoubiedly. has -been. sup- 
posed.to be necessary in order.to keep up the idea of an infinite, 
sacrifice ;.as itis very evident that the. sufferings of Christ 
were. but. very short, as to time... But should .we be disposed 
to. admit-the possibility, of the. incomprehensible idea of an infi- 
nite sufferang..in.a few hours! it may be asked what is gained 
by. it?» We cannot conceive of a greater, suffering than infinite ;. 
and, if Christ endured such a scene of suffering, has there been 
any. less, suffering in the system of God,.in consequence of the 
sufferings of Christ ? , Is it not most reasonable to suppose that 
the same being, who could look, with, infnite complacency on 
the sufferings of Christ, admitting them. to be equa! to what the 
endless misery'of all the saved ..of the Lord would, have. been, 
had it not-been for those, sufferings, could have looked with 
equal complacency: on the endless misery of all mankind? What 
glory. will it reflect.on the Divine character to say that a part, 
or eyen.all of mankind, are emancipated from endless misery 
by an adequate suffering in him “who knew no sin?” And if 
the justice of God, could accept, ofa suffering i in any degree. less 
than the endless misery. ofall those which sty ict justice requires, 
even on the ground of a penalty, is it. petessary to suppose that 
the sufferings of Christ were any greater than what the suffers 
ings of any other'nian, mm the same citcumstances would have 
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- LETTER TO A METHODIST MINISTER. 
Dear Brovaeer In CHRIST, MAE: S 
“As he whom the Son maketh free is free indeed, there re- 
miaitis io Occasion for any other bondage than that which is im- 
posed by charity, which is the bond of perfectness. This being ~ 
our freedom, whatever charity dictates we may not hesitate to 
do, and wherever charity” would lead, we may not hesitate to 
go. The differences tn particular tenets imbibed by those who 
who are called of God, ever ought to be‘kept in subjection to 
the power of that love which alone distinguishes the disciples 
of thé ‘divine master : for it is evident, beyond all dispute, that 
those differénces‘have arisen, not from the cLEARNESS, but the 
onscunity of mental vision. Therefore, whoever withholds 
fellowship from his fellow servant on account of those differ 
ences; must be more under the influence of a carnal, than a spie 

ritaalmind. *: “ Oe OBE Ag, BOER | 

It conformity to the above considerations, I have introdu- 
ced’ this'épistle with a design to discharge what I teel to be my 
duty; ‘towards ore whom I am willing to own as a brother in 
tire faith once delivered ‘to the saints, and a fellow-laborer in 
the mitiistry of reconciliation. ° . 

‘Although! the design’ of this communication is to present 
to ‘yotir'mind a more scriptural view ofa certain passage of: 
scripture, than it appears tome’ you at present have, I wish 
not’'to commeanicate an idea that I am able to give you aay 
général information ia the scriptures, or that you stand in half 
the ‘need of instractiow that your fellow-servant does. 

“Ef T’should be so happy as ‘to succeed, as I am well persua- 
ded T’shall, ‘in my ‘present undertaking, I hope you will con- 
sidér ‘mein some measure fs deserving'a return which may 
beer fitable.to me,as. I hope my labors, by the blessing of 
God, may be madeto you. — : 

In vour Sermon last Thursday evening from 2d. Cor. this 
clause of the 5th verse, *‘ Examine yourselves whether ye be 
in the faith,” you had occasion to speak of the same apostle’s 
words to the Heb. xi. 1. ‘“ Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

This faith you suggested was a realizing belief of the gos- 
pel, or 2 real gospel belief in one who experiences the know- 
ledge of the truth. I do not pretend to use your words verba- 
tim, but the sense, I have no doubt, I am correct ing Now 
what I wish to bring to your view is, that the word faith in the 
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ssage quoted from Heb. means something very distinct from 
That Seite tt a dnd mind which takes cognizance ofa 
fact through the mediam of evidence, which exercise is our 


faith, or belief of a real or a suppo' fact. 





In the first place, permit me to state the several subjects 
which Scan deste ee rereq: isitions of a true gospel faith or 
Belief Gptanenen res: ae rena tng 

Secondly, I will endeavor to show that the faith spoken of 
in Heb. is not the result of those ‘prerequisitions. And, ’ 

‘Thirdly, I will attempt an illustration of the passage in Heb, 
by the help of other scriptures, : 

ist. As qt Soe of a faith or velief in Christ, as in 
all other things where belief is well founded, the thing to be be- 
lieved must exist, and that independent of our believing it. 

2d, The thing to be believed must lie ‘so far hid from us, 
as not to be comprehended among those things of which we 
have-a positive knowledge, as we have of those tangible ob- 
jects with which we are familiar. 

3d. Suitable evidences or witnesses of the fact to be believ- 
ed must have a proper action, as witnesses, on the mind. When 
these circumstances all exist, a belief in the thing thus witness- 
ed to the mind, is the effect. ©) or ie 

Secondly. I am to show that the faith spoken of in Heb. is 
not the result of those prerequisitions. This faith is the sus- 
sTance. of things hoped for, the evrpence of things not seen. 
In the case of our believing, the THING believed is one thing ; 
the eviDEeNCce by which we believe is another thing ; and our 
belief, which is a consequence arising from the two former, is 
another thing. Butthe faith in our text is both the suBsTANCE 
and the EvIDENCe, in and by which we believe and hope for 
things unseen.” And as our belief can never justly be said to 
be either the thing in which we Believe, or the evidence by 
which we believe, so our belief, let it be ever so real, true or 
efficacious as to its spiritual virtue, ‘can never be justly said to 
be the faith of which St. Paul spake in Heb. xi. 1. : 

Thirdly, Iam to attempt an illustration of the passage in 
Heb. by the help of other scriptures. One of the most plaia 
passages which serves tosetour text in its true scriptural light, 
isin Rom. iii. 3, &c. “ For what if some did not believe ? 
shall their unbelief make the rartH of Gop without effect ? 
God forbid.” As the unbelief of man is exactly the reverse 
of belief, so it as fully renders his belief of no effect, as his be- 
lief makes his unbelief of no effect. But the rartH of Gop 
is neither strengthened by our belief aor weakened by our un- 
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belief. ..And here,it,ismecessary to observe, that God cannot 
be: justlyssaid.to BELIEVE any thing, because hs possesses no 
sknewledge which.comes.to,him through the medium of evi- 
dence ; therefore it is;net, proper to say that the faith of Ged 
as hia belief... > . 3 
By looking at the, context.of the quotation from Rom. we 
see that the oracles of God were what some did not believe, 
‘which ornacLEs are the raitaH of God, which cannot be made 
without éffect by the wnbelief.of those to whom those cracles 
-were:givens . Those oracles are spoken of by St. Stephen in 
Acts vii. 38. “ This is he that was in the Church in the wil- 
oderness, with the, Angel which spake to him inthe Mount Si- 
nai, and, with our fathers ; who received the lively onactes 
to give unto us.” , Again, by St. Paul tothe Heb. v.12 ‘For 
when for the time ye-ought to be teachers, ye have need that 
»one. teach you again which be the first principles,of the oracles 
of God ;-and_are become such as have need of milk, and not 
of strong meat.” Again, see 1. Peter, iv.10,11. ‘‘ As. every 
-man hath received'the gift, even so minister the same one to 
anather, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If 
any.man speak, let bim speak as the onacLEs of God.” Here 
it‘may be well to mention that the orAcLeEs of the first coyen- 
«ant were committed to the Jewish Church in the wilderness, 
~awhich covenant was but a type of that which St. Paul spake in 
‘Heb.viiis 6; 7. ** But now hath he obtained a more excellent 
; ministry; by how much.also he is the mediator of a better cov- 
7 enanty which was established upon detter promises. For if that 
: firstcovenant nad. been, faultless, then should no place have 
«beensought for the second.” . You will naturally discover that 
‘the oracles of God, the manifold grace of God, and, the better 
v covenant of xvhich Jesus is the Mediator, are all the same 
thing in.the passages above quoted, and are in fact the futth of 
| Godiwhich the «unbelief of the creature can never make with- 
_outeffects. This better covenant is the substance of the things 
tor which we.hope, and it contains all the evidence by which 
. we believe. 

Though this. subject is of vast importance, and though it ad - 
mits: of;a/very extensive illustration by the help of} the scrip- 
tures, yet. I may justly suppose it to be. made already sufficient- 
. ly plain tothe understandin,z: of one who. is studious in, the 
soseriptures.. [willy however, add some observations explana- 
-Aoryof.the word faith. The word im the Greek, (Heb. xi, 1) 
Cis pestis, and is the substantive from which the: adjective pistos 
-eomes, which.is rendered: faithful in Heb. ii, 19, ** Wherefore 
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in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and foirhf{ul high priest, in 
things pertaining te God, to make reconciliation for the sins of 
the-people.” Likewise see 2. Tim. iis 13. “If we believe nat, 
yet he abideth faithful; he cannot deny himself.” Here the 
word rendered faithful is the same as in Heb. ii. 17, aad comes 
from pistis, and agrees as above with the word in Heb. xi. 1, 
which is rendered faith. This last quotation is similar to that 
above quoted from Rom. iii. 3, where the word faith comes 
from pistin, corresponding with the other quotations. , 


‘You see, dear sir, I have been particular, though concise. 
I have shown’ from the text itself, that our de/zef cannot be what 
is meant by that fazth which is the substance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not seen ; [ have illustrated 
the text by the help of other scriptures ; and I have shown 
that the word faith, as it comes from the Greek of those pas- 
sages which I have quoted, signifies the covenant and faithful- 
ness of God. This faithfulness is manifested in the covenantof 
promise, which saith, ‘In thee and in thy seed shall all na- 
tions be blessed.” “ He is faithful who hath promised.” __ 

By having a clear view of this subject, we see that the things 
contained in the everlasting covenant of God, ordered and in 
all things sure, are the eternal unseen things, which, though 
they are the proper subjects of our belief, yet our unbelief can- 
not make them without effect. For.those things are not pur- 
suant to our belief, but our belief is pursuant to those eternal 
truths and realities of God’s love finally to be manifested in 
our salvation, Our belief of those divine realities, if estab- 
lished in our mind, by.virtue.of the three which bear witness 
on earth, the spirit, the water, and the blood, brings heavenly 
things near to us, and we enjoy thereby anantipast of those 
things laid up for an innumerable multitude, who will finaily 
be to the praise and glory of him who is our merciful and faith- 
ful high-priest. 


fam, Dear Brother, yours in sincerity, 
HOSEA BALLOVD- 


Rev. ASA KENT, Ministering to the 
Methodist Scczety in Portsmouth. 
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REMARKS UPON A MISSIONARY’S REPORT. 


In a Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society, made at the Annual Meeting in Boston, May 29th, 
1810, is found the following quotation from the Rev. Fohn 
Sawyer’s Jqurnal of his labours upon the Kennebeck and 
Penobscot rivers. 

‘My labours were greatly lightened and made pleasant by the evi-e 
cent displays of distinguishing grace upon the people in Townships 
No.3, and No.4 It pleased God to awaken and hopefully canvert 
some open despisers of his name; despisers of his word, people, and 
Sabbaths of God. There was the greatest solemnity I ever witnessed 
in any assemblies. There appeared a generai conviction that God 
was.present. Universalists were confounded—opposition was silenced; 
and a most pleasing stillness and solemn attention were conspicuous.” 

However unpleasant it may seem to the feelings of sensibil- 
ity, itis nevertheless conceived to be the duty of those who 
are set for the defence of the gospel, faithfully to point out 
. those injurious errors which tend to obscure the light of divine 
truth. The more particularly unpleasant the above task may 
be on account of the respectability of the learned gentlemen 
who are to be corrected by it, the greater is the necessity of 
faithfulness in the performance, and that on account of the in- 

fluence which this respectability has on the public mind. 

' As charity forbids us to suppose that either the Rev. Mr. 
Sawyer or the learned Trustees wouid willingly misrepresent 
the sentiments of others, we are under the necessity of suggest- 
ing that they must be unacquainted with the most essential 
ideas in Universalism, one of which is, that the all-sufficient 
grace of God, manifested in Christ, ‘is fully adequate for the 
conviction and conversion of the chief of sinners. 

In the quotation above we find open despisers of God’s name ; 

despisers of his word, people, and sabbaths of God, made the 

' subjects of hopeful conversion, which is perfectly consistent 

with the above essential idea in Universalism. 

As all consistent Universalists believe in both the necessity 
‘and certainty of the conversion of such characters as above de- 
scribed, any manifestation of divine grace, effective in such a 
work, is so far from confounding abeliever, it is sufficient to 
confirm and estabiish him, even if he were in doubts before. 


Could those who stand in opposition to Universalism pro- 
‘duce asingie case in which divine grace had unsuccessfully ex- 
-ercised its utmost power for the conversion of sinners, it would 
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necessarily confound one of the most celebrated writers on. the 
system, who ventured to say, ‘This is.a faithful saying sand 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save Sinners, of whom I am chief,” 

Be €.44 > : 


ON THE INFLUENCE OF POPULARITY UPON 
° | RELIGIOUS OPINION. 


Though reason, like natural light which it resembles, is an 
active and powerful principle, it has always been acknowledged 
by all philosophers, that many obstacles exist which for a time 
impede and obstruct the progress of truth. We have reference 
here to truth in general, the discovery of which is ever aided 
and accelerated by reason. The foregoing will readily be ac- 
knowledged a fact, at least as far as the observation applies to 
natural things, and to systems and theories that have a relation 
to mathematical or philosophical truth. In these cases, histo- 
ry proves that the mere ipse dixit of ignorant monks, priests 
and cardinals, has gone farther than the lucid demonstrations 
of the most profound enquirers into nature, But in religious 
affairs, most men are not prepared so readily to grant the pro- 
priety of these remarks. Whatis the cause? It is, that in 
divine and spiritual things, reason is commonly supposed to be 
out of the question ; so far at least, that to her decisions no 
credit is to be attached. When this destructive error becomes 
popular ; when great and respectable men openly avow sucha 
doctrine ; when their opinions are considered, as they neces- 
sarily must be in such a case,.as the standard of orthodoxy, 
then popularity is enlisted on the side ef error, and has a 
mighty influence upon religious opinion. 

When a stupid and ignorant conclave denounced the doc- 
trine of the éarth’s rotundity and revolution, the doctrine ad- 
verted to must of course be unpopular. Reason and demon- 
stration were shut out, and every part of the noble theory which 
then presented for examination and belief, was made to bend 
to the clamors and denunciations of duli stupidity and enraged 
superstition. Thus circumstanced, had some man whose mind 
was otherwise active and susceptible of correct impressions, 
been made to hear the new doctrine, and to observe some ex- 
periments that demonstrated its truth, and was asked his opin- 
ion about it; he would have referred the enquirer to the late 
decision of the conclave against it, would have said, ‘travis 
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me pot with your new-fangled theories ; it is sufficient for me 
to believe as the church believes ;” pethaps without a moment’s 
reflection upon the delight and satisfaction arising from “search- 
ing after knowledge,” and “digging for wisdom as for hidden 
treasures,” he would have further said, “if the new system be 
true, which is very unlikely, I shall derive all the benefit from 
it that you will who believe it ; the earth will maintain her ro- 
tundity, and perform the revolution you ascribe to her, whether 
J believe it or not ; besides, I find such a faith is very unpop- 
ular.” | 

The truth as it is in Jesus, has met with the same fate, more 
or less in every age, and for the same reasons. When Christ 
appeared upon earth, his doctrine was new, not in its principles, 
' which are eternal, but in its manifestation. The leaders of the 
people at once knew, that if his doctrine were to gain ground, 
in the same proportion theirs must lose. What was to be done 
in such acrisis? ‘There was but one method to be taken, 
which was to improve the servile love of a popular system, 
which the people possessed, to their own exclusive advantage, 
Christ and his humble followers must be stigmatized. Eccle- 
siastical edicts mus? be issued, by virtue of which, if any con- 
fessed Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. The 
emissaries and officers of such men must be like their employ- 
ers, and use every exertion to keep alive the spirit of the peo- 
ee The Pharisees are not remiss in the impoitant businéss. 

hey. ask with much earnestness, “‘ have any of the rulers be- 
lieved on him?” And to answer their own and ¢very other 
question, they concludé, “but this people, who knoweth not 
the law, are cursed.” 

The samé art which has been so effectually tried upon the 
mémbers of Christ, to the cxclusion of faith and profession, 
was once, though unsuccessfully, exerted upon the head of ev- 
ery man. The devil, having our Saviour upon an exceedin 
high mountain, showed him all the kingdoms of the world, ane? 
the glory of them ; and said unto him, all these things will I 
give thee if thou wilt fall down and worship me. ‘This ac- 
count embraces much important matter. A few remarks up- 
on it may be of use to guard us against temptation. Satan 
could not mean to insinuate that he was an object worthy of 


worship, nor does he give such an intimation. The drift of — 


his pompous speech seems to Le, that he valued but little what 
is known and believed, if so be he obtains the outward homage. 
For though it may be urged that the devil chodses to have his 
subjects totally in possession, both in faith and practice, yet 
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when he can do no better, he sometimes consents to a comp 

mise ; and what is lost in’one Way; is more than gutted 2- 
nother. What he loses in the intérnal act of the mind, it -be- 
ing against him, he _ ‘by an‘act of hypocrisy, when the 
mind will servilely follow where ne leads, and thns op- 
pose indirectly, the trath it belteves, J 
and to all whom he tempts in this 
what you please ; I shall not qu 
you leave my worship for that of 
tended with so many difficulties ? 


é 


shippers? Whereas, observe my rival, surrounded |w 









way, is, * You may believe 
about that ; bot » why will 


despicable number, small when compared with mine. . Then. 
reflect upon the rewards I give, while on the other hand you 


get nothing but, reproach and‘shame. I give my votaries the 
kingdoms of this world and their glory ; why, therefore, on 
such conditions, will you refuse me the outward homage which 
I require ?” } . 

Nothing can exceed the effect which such insinuations haye 
upon the weak and unwary, while the mind is enksapoye by 
Satan, at his will. The only means to extricate such out of 
the snare, is to impress upon the mind the worth and excelien- 
cy of truth ; to arouse all the native powers of the Soul to ac- 
tion and independency. In doing this, it is not sufficient mere- 
ly to prove the value of truth with respect things to come. 


No, her present worth must be exhibited, and men must be. 


taught to appreciate it. We must Know that her price is far a- 
bove rubies. We must ascertain the satisfaction that arises 
from every active exertion to obtain the object, in which we al- 
ways gain sufficient to reward present Jabor, and increase our 
hopes and brighten our expectations for the future. ‘Then will 
the world and its empty parade, its gaudy trappings and osten- 
,tatious show, when brought into comparison with divine truth, 
in the love of it, appear as less than‘nothing and vanity.— 


Loosed from former bondage, the mind will soar above every. 


subordinate object, exulting in the language of the poet, - 
‘‘Heav'n is my home, and I must use my wings ; 


Sublime above the globe my flight aspires ; 
I have a soul was made to hity kitigss 
And all their little glitt’ring things ; 
J have a soul was made for infinite desires. 
Loos’d from the earth, my heart is upward flown ; 
Farewell, my friends, and all that once was mine ¢ 
Now should you fix my feet on Czsar’s throne, 
Crown me, and call the world niy own, 
The gold that binds my brows cotild ne’er my soul confine.” 


‘Ve 


“His language to Christ, . 
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SIR RICHARD STEELE’S LETTER TO THE POPE. 


‘We shall occasionally occupy a few pages of this work with 
an interesting epistle from Sir Richard Steele to Pcpe Clement 
XI. This letter, which was written almost or quite a century 
ago, will shew our readers, in what light the writer viewed the 
popish doctrines and practices; while it will also be found that 
those absurdities, which in the view of most protestants, have 
disgraced the professors of the Romish faith, have not been 
wholly unknown, nor left unpractised in the protestant commu- 
nion. ‘Ihe writer of this letter is severe, but his discipline is 
wholesome and salutary: he writes without reserve, but having 
exposed error, he gives the best advice, which is, to relinquish 
it. From the manner ia which this learned gentleman makes 
his comparison between Popery and other religions, the reader 
will make the observation, that if Rome, be the ‘mother of 
harlots,” an epithet which protestants have long given her, that 
she has many daughters, who greatly resemble their parent, 
and that Sir Richard Steele, with a happy facility has pointed 
out the family resemblance. 


To His Hotrvess CLEMENT XI. 


Your Holiness will be surprised at so uncommon a thing 
as an Address of this nature, from one who ‘s,in your account, 
and in the language of your Church, a Schismatic, Heretick 
and Infidel. But as I think it my duty to make this public 
restitution of the following Treatise, which was at first taken 
from your friends by force of arms ; so, J will restore it four- 
fold, with all possible advantage to you and your Church. 

_ I find that all the infallibility with which your Holiness is il- 
luminated, doth not disdain the help of human information ; 
and that your accounts of the religious, as well as civil state of 
this kingdom, are ina particular manner defective : And there- 
fore { have resolved to act the part of a generous adversary, 
and without reserve to jay before you, out of the fullness.of 
my heart, euch things as will give you a juster information of 
the state we of these nations are in, than any of your predeces- 
sors in the Holy See ever enjoyed ; and this, without any fur- 
ther ceremony, just in the order in which they shall arise in 
my own mind, 

Your Holiness is not perhaps aware, how near the Churches 
of us Protestants lave at length come to those privileges and 
perfections which you boast of as peculiar to your own, So 
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near, that many of the most quicksighted and sagacious persons 
have not béen able to discover any other difference between us, 
as to the main principle of all ductrine, goverament, worship 
and discipline, but'this one, vig. That you cannot err in any 
thing you determine, and we sever do: That is, in other 
words, that you are infaltible, and we always in the right. We 
cannot but esteem the advantage tobe exceedingly on our side 
in this case, because we have all the benefits of -infallibility, 
without the absurdity of pretenditg to #t ; and without the un- 
easy task of maintaining a point so shocking to the understand- 
ing of mankind. And you must pardon us if we cannot help 
_ thinking it to be as great and as glorious a eptine in us, to 

be always in the right, without the pretence to infallibility, as it 
can be in you, to be always in the wrong, with it. 

Thus, the Synod of Dort, (forwhose unerring decisions 
public thanks to Almighty God ate, every three years, offered 
up with the greatest solemnity, by the magistrates in that coun- 
try ;) the Council of the Reformed in France ; the Assembly 
of the Kirk of Scotland ; and (if I may presumc to name it) 
the Convocation of England, have been all found to have the 
very same unquestionable authority, which your Church claims 
solely upon the infallébility which resides in it ; and the peo- 
ple, to be under the very same strict obligation of obedience to 
their determinations, which with you is the consequence only 
of an absolute infallibilitv. The reason therefore, why we do 
not openly set up an énfallibiltty, is because we can do without 
it. Authority results as well from power as from right ; and 
a majority of votes is as strong a foundation for it as zn fallidil- 
ity itself. Councils that may err, never do: And besides, 
being composed of men whose peculiar business is to be in the 
right, it is very immodest for any private person to think them 
not so ; because this is to set up a private corrupted under- 
standing, above a public uncorrupted judgment. 

Thus it is in the North, as well asthe South ; abroad, as well 
as athome. All maintain the exercise of the same authority in 
themselves ; which yet they know not how so much as te speak 
-of, without ridicule, in others. ~ 

In England it stands thus. The Synod of Dort is of no 
weight : it determined many doctrines wrong. ‘The Assembl 
of Scotland hath nothing of a true aathority : and is very arith 
out, in its scheme of doctrines, worship and government. But 
the Church of England is vested with all authority ; and justly 
challengeth all obedience. 


If one crosses a river in the North, there it stands thus.— 
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The Church of England. is not enough reformed; its doctrines, 
worship.and goveramenthave too much of Antichristian Rome 
in them. But the Kirk of Scotland hath a divine sight, from 
its only,-head, Fesus Christ, to meet, and to enact what to it 
shall seem. fit, for the good of his Church. = 
Thus, we left you for your enormous, unjustifiable claim» to 
an unerrimg spirit; and have found out a way,.unknown to 
your Holiness and your predecessors, of claiming all the rights 
that belong to. infallibility, even whilst we disclaim and abjare 
the thing itself. . _.. 
As for us of the Church of England,.if we will believe many 
of its greatest advocates, we have Bishops in a succession as 
certainly uninterrupted from the Apostles, as your Chureh 
could communicate. it to.us-..And upon this bottom, which 
makes us a true Church, we have aright to separate from you ; 
but no persons living have anv right to differ, or separate from 
aus. And they again who differ from us, value themselves upon 
something or other, in which we are supposed defective ; or 
upon, being free from some superfluities which we enjoy ; and 
think,it hard that any will be still going further, and refine up- 
on their scheme of worship and <liscipline. 7 
_ Thus we have indeed left you ; but we have fixed ourselve 
in your seat, and make no scrupleto resemble you,.in our de- 
fences of ourselves, and censures of others, whenever wethink 
it proper. r 
We have all sufficiently felt the load of the two topicks of 
Heresy and Schism. Wehavebeen persecuted, hanged, burnt, 
massacred, (as your Holiness well knows) for Hereticks and 
Schismaticés. Wut all this hath not made us sick of these 
two words. Wecan still throw them about us, and play them off 
upon others, as plentifully and as fiecely as they are dispensed to 
us from yourquarter. It often puts mein mind ; (your Holiness 
must allow me to be.a little ludicrous if you aumit me to your 
conversation). it often, I say,.puts me in mind of a play which 
I have seen amongst some merry peoples; A man strikes his 
next veighbour with all his force ; and he, instead of return- 
ing it to the man who gave it, communicates it with equal zeal 
and strength to another ; and this,to another ; and so it eircu- 
lates, till i, returns. perhaps to him who set the sport: a-goimg. 
Thus your. Holiness begins the attack. You call us hereticks 
and schismaticks ; and burn and destroy us as such : though 
God knows there is no. more right any where to use hereticks 
or schismaticks barbarously, than those who think and speak 
4s their ssperiors, bid:them.. But so it is. . You thunder.out 
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the sentence against us. We think it ill manners to give it you 
back «gain; but we throw it out upon the next brethren that 
come in our way; and they upon others: and so it goes round, 
till some perhaps have sense and courage enough, to throw it 
back upon those who first began the disturbance, by pretending 
to authority where there can be none. 

We have not indeed now the power of burning hereticks, as 
our forefathers of the reformation had. The civil power hath 
taken away the act, which continued that glorious privilege to 
them, upon the remonstrance of several persons, that they could 
not sleep, whilst that act was awake. But then, every thing 
on this side death, still remains untouched. tous: We can mo- 
lest, harrass, imprison, and ruin, any mar who pretends to be 
wiser than his betters. And the more unspotted the man’s 
character is, the more necessary we think it to take such crush 
ing methods. Since the toleration hath been authorized in 
these nations, the legal zeal of men hath fallen the heavier upon 
hereticks ; (for it must always, it seems, be exerciged upon 
some sort of persons, or other;) and amongst these, chi: fly 
upon such as differ from us in points. in which, above all others, 
a difference of opinion is mest allowable: Such as are acknowl- 


edged to be very abstruse and unintelligible ; and to have been | 


in all ages thought ef, and judged of, with the same difference 
and variety. 

Sometimes we of the established church can manage a prose- 
cution, (for I must not call it a persecution) ourselves, without 
calling any other help. But I must do the dissenting protes# 
tants the justice to say, that they have shewn themselves, upon 
occasion, very ready to assist us in so pious and christian a 
work, as bringing hereticks to their right mind: Being them- 
sclves but very lately come from experiencing the convincing 
and enlightening faculty, of adungeon, ora fine. The difference 
between these two sorts of persons is this. The one differ 
from us about ceremonies of worship and government ; but 
they boggle not at all at the doctrine settled for us by our first 
reformers: It is all with them right and good, just as Christ 
lef¢ it at first ; and Calvin found it, above fifteen hundred years 
afterwards. The others, unhappy men, look upon this, to be 
straining at a gnat, and swallowing a Camel. However, the 
former sort. having a toleration for their own way, upon sub- 
scribing all our doctrines, can the more easily come to persuade 
themselves, that the christian world is unhinged, if the latter 
should be tolerated in their opposition to doctrines which have 
been called sateen, -ss by protestants, forso many years 
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This hath been-experienced particularly in Ireland; by one 
who could not see exactly what they saw, about the nature of 
Christ before his appearance in this world. Fer, as with you,’ 
a man had better blaspheme Almighty God, than not magnify 
the blessed Virgin ; so, with many of us, it is more innocent 
and less hazardous, to take from the glory of the Father, than. 
of his Son. Nay, to bring down the father to a level with his 
own son, is a commendable work; and the applauded labour 
of many learned men of leisure : but to place the son below his 
own Father, in any degree of real perfection, this is an un- 
pardonable error ; so unpardonable, that all hands were united 
against that unhappy man. And he found at length, that ‘he 
had much better have violated all God’s commandments, than 
have interpreted some passages of Scripture differently from 
hisbreihren. The nonconformists accused him ; the canformists 
condemned fim ; the secular power was called in; and the 
cause ended in an imprisonment, and a very great fine. ‘Two 
methods of conviction, about which the gospel is silent ! 

Iv Scotland, let a mao depart an inch from the confession of 
faith, and rulejof worship, established by the assembly: and he 
will quickly find, that, as cold a country as it is, it will be too 
hot for him to live in. The Reformation boasts itself, there, 
to be Evangelical, without alloy ; and is guarded by a very 
sensible severity of discipline. To suppose therefore, any 
point of doctrine to be erroneous, or so much as a subject fora 
_new examination, in so unspotted a church, is a token of ma- 
Wignity and infidelity ; and the man who doth it must be con- 

tent to escape out ‘of their hands as well as he casi. 

In England, it #8 not-all the excellences in the world, united 
in one man, that ean guard him against the fatal consequences 
of heresy, or differing, in some opinions, from the current no- 
tions of our world; especially if A Opinions are such as are 
allowed to be mysterious and inexplicable. We have now an 
instance of one or two learned, and otherwise good men, who 

-have thought it their duty, (as they themselves say) to step a- 
‘side-out of the common path. And what their fate will be, 
time mustshew. At present, the zeal (as it is called) of their 
adversaries prevails. The fire is kindled, and how far it wiil 
‘consume, or where it will stop,Godonly knows. But the case 
of one of them (which wil! give your Holiness sonze notion how 
we stand affected) is verv remarkable. For, not to mention 
his good life, (which is looked upon as a trif#e, common to al- 
most all modern hereticks ;) tho’ his religion is mix’d up with 
a good deal of kalendar and rubrical picty ; though he hath his 
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stated fasts and feasts, which he-observes with the greatest de- 
votion ; though he is zealous for building of churches in the 
apostolical form ofa ship, with all accommodations for order 
and decency ; though he is for the use of o#/,and the frine zim 
mersion in baptism, and for water mixed with wine, in the 
ather sacrament; though he is very warm for believing in 
Christ towards the east, and renouncing the devil towxrds tite 
west; though Ae hath laid them a foundation for independent 
church-power, in the decrees of the Apostles themselves; nay, 
though he joins with them in beating down human reasor, 
when it would pretend to judge in matters of religion ; and 
resigns to them all the preferments in the land, from Dover, 
to Berwick upon Tweed ; yet all will not do: He holds the 
son to be inferior to the father, and created by him, though a 
being of most glorious perfections : and upon this account, A¢ 
must not enjov, even the poverty which he hath chose, in quict. 
And if this be Ais case, what hath another to expect, who hath 
not these advantages on his side: though he should be fouod 
armed with unspotted integrity, and unequalled learning, and 
judgment. 

Your Holiness will judge from hence, how the matter of 
heresy stands amongst us; and how it must stand, unless my 
Lords the Bishops, who have with an unexampled courage 
preserved our liberties in civil matters, with equal resolution 
step in ; and oppose that spirit, which from such beginnings at 
first among you, proceeded farther and farther, till it broke out 
me fire and massacre, for God's glory, and the good of igi 
church. 

And, as T observed before, that there was no need for your 
pretending to znfallrbility ; that it is better taken in the world, 
and as easy, tu establish the same authority without it; so, 
here it will be obvious to those of your church to observe, that 
there was no manner of necessity upon thei, to discarJ the 
Scriptures, as a rule of faith open to all Christians, and to set 
up the church in distinction to them; because they may see 
plainly now, that the same feats are to be performed, and with 
more decency, (though not with more consistency, of whick 
few are judges) without carrying things to such an extremity, 
For, at the same time that we are warmly contending against 
your disputants, for the right of the people to search and con- 
sider the Gospel themselves, it is but taking care, in some 
other of our controversies, to fix it upon them that they must 
not abuse this right ; that they must not pretend to be wiser 
than their superiors ; that they must take care to understand 
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particular texts as the Church understands them ; and as their 
Guides. who have an interpretatzve authority, explain them.“ 

This we find to be as effectual with many as taking the scrip- 
tures out of their hands. And because it is done in this gen- 
tlemun-like manner, and gives them an oprortunity of shewing 
their’ humility, it passeth verv smoothly off: without their con- 
sidering once the absurdity it leads to; that (as Doctors dif- 
fer, and Councils too) this method la: eth anecessity upon two 
different men, nay upon the same man in different circumstan- 
ces, to understand the same text in two different, aad often in 
two contridictory senses, : 

And here again, with submission, I think we greatly surpass 
you in your conduct. For we have the same definite authori- 
ty which you have, without the reproach of depreciating the 
word of God ; the pecple all the while being fully satisfied 
that we allow the Scripture to be their rule, and to lie open to 
them. all. And we do indeed, in words. preserve all authority 
to the Scripture ;-but with great dexterity, we substitute in 
fact our own explonations, and doctrines drawn from those ex 
_ planations, instead of it: 

And then, one great privilege we enjoy above you : that ev- 
ery particular pastor amongst us is vested with the plenary aue 
thority of an Ambassador from God ; very much different from 
the.maxims of your Church. 

For my own part, I have always been an advocate for all 
Se ocean and regard which can with any justice be claim- 

‘by them ; and shall ever pay them all the respect which 
their character and conduct, compared together, can admit of. 
But the demands of those who talk loudest among them, seem 
to increase upon us every day. For, upon enquiry I find, 
what I was not before acquainted with, that what was spoken 
to the Aposties, was spoken to every one of them ; that it is a 
crime not to attend to them, even without excepting the case 
of sel&contradiction, mutual contradiction, and (what is of 
much more importance) of contradiction to all the precepts of 
peace and love in the gospel: that they are at length of an Ans 
gelick order ; nay, that to despise them, (not excepting any 
cases im which contempt is as natural as hunger or thirst) is, 
(if I may repeat it) to despise God himself. And all this, be- 
cause fallible men, in whom the trust is reposed, have admite 
ted them, according to the best of their judgment, to officiate 
in holy things. 

Every one who thinks of himself in this light, needs no 7n- 
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fallibility or impeccability, to make him as great a$ ever your 
Holiness pretended to be. » His character will do without those 
or any one other accomplishment. ' | ? 

These last four or five years, our its have in a particular 
manner echoed with the sound of di ‘rule, pre-eminence, and 
the like. ‘‘here are indeed, among the best and most learned 
of our divines, who disclaim all this ; and disdain aff respect 
but what results from the sincerity of their labors for the good 


of mankind. But the noisy nike ‘most noise every where ; | 


and few care to contradict them. 

This privilege I thought worth recording, in the account F 
am giviog you of our Religious affairs ; because it is ve 
considerable in itself, and seems to be of a growing nature. 
is a point, which when once carried thoroughly and universal- 
ly, will make every single Presbyter, or Pastor, an absolute 
Pope to his own congregation, ici 

And this alone is sufficient to convince you, that at present, 
notwithstanding any intelligence you may have of their good 
inclinations towards you, they mean not you, but themselves. 
They may be surprised indeed, at last, to find it allend to your 


advantage : but I acquit them of the guilt of any such design; — 


and indeed of any other view, but 'that of securing an immode- 
rate respect to a particular set of themselves. hich I would 
not say, were it not too plain from hence, that let a Presbyter, 
or a Bishop, or even an Archbishop, differ from them in 
matter of speculation or of State ; they have shewn the world 
by their example, that all this pretended veneration is to 
turned, whenever the signal is given, into personal contempt 
and ignominy. So that tu say and unsay ; todo and undo; to 
declare absolutely, that the profoundest reverence is due to the 
Clergy, and at the same time to raise a storm of ill treatment 
against any of their own body who displease them ; and ali the 
while to keep their countenances, and look as if a// was consist- 
ent ; is one signal privilege, which many amongst ws have to 
boast of, 

{It is very true, what your Holiness may have been informed 
of ; that in many instances, both of doctrine and ceremony, we 
have been, of late years, rather drawing nearer to you, than 
departing farther from you. 

It is a common maxim, and propagated very —_— by the 
agents of your Church, with the heip of some of the zea/ots of 
ours ; Better be a Papist, than @ Presbyterian. This being 
allowed by many Churchmen, and rightly managed amongst the 
populace, exceedingly diminishes the horror and aversion there 
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used to be in our people against the very name of Popery.— 
And this works bv insensible degrees; till many a man, who 
at first feeis himself a hearty enemy to Popery, finding it to be 
allowed to be better than something else; of which he knows 
nothing, begins to think with more patience about it ; first, as 
not near so bad as it used to be represented; and then as an 
Innocent matter; and then as a very tolerable Religion ; and 
at length as better than any thing set up against it: And all 
by the help of this general principle, rightly managed ;° which 
takes off the edge of his former passion for the Protestant Re- 
lizion, and so by degtees reconciles his thou zhts to its contrary. 

To the same purpose tends the revival of some matters of 
doctrine and practice, of your sort,amongst zs. The power 
vested in Priests to absolve men from their ‘sins, hath been de- 
clared by many, in such sort, as hath in effect made the will of 
God himseJf to be determined by their will, or even their hu- 
mor. It may be summed up in these two points: ‘* That men 
can have no hopes of a pardon from God, but by absolution from 
the mouth of a priest ; and.a Priest ordained to a nicety, ac- 
cording to a particular notion of regularity: And that God 
mist pardon those whom a Priest pronounces to be pardoned.” 
That is, that they are not so much obliged by the Almighty’s 
will, as the Almighty is by their’s ; and that God is never so 
much honored as when weak and fallible men are placed in his 
throne. 

, _ Some have changed this ahsurdity. of an authoritative absolu- 
tion, (which they see they cannot so easily defend) into an au- 
thoritative intercession of the Priest, who is now become with 
us, mediator between God and man ; still securing to them- 
selves the same power and privilege, in a less scandalous man- 
ner. This creates the same dependence of the Laity upon. the 
Priests ; and shews again how dextrous we are in changing 
words, when there is occasion, without changing ¢Aings at all. 

~~. But Your Holiness will easily guess the meaning of all this, 
when I let you know that the same persons declare, that.auric- 
ular confession, and a particular unburthening the conscience 
of all its secrets, must precede this great benefit. And this, FF 
you well knowyis an engine of unmeasurable influence, that 
can rule families, overturn states, and govern the world. 

Add to this, another point greatly contended for of late, and 
very much to your advantage in the issue ; that all baptisms, 
unless by Episcopal priests, in a regular line from you, are de- 
claredinvafid, and of no effect to instate men into God’s Pectr 
tium. 
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We have indeed openly declared against your doctrine of mak- 
ing the Sacraments depend upon the intention of the Priest: But 
we are doing. a much worse thing, (if the doctrine of some men 
can prevail) and that is, making them depend upon what nei- 
ther Priest nor Layman can ever come to any satisfaction a- 
bout ; viz. the Episcopal Ordination of the Priest, in a regu- 
lar, uninterrupted line of succession from Christ himself. This 
indeed sweeps whole parishes away at once, which perhaps 
have kad Preachersenever ordained ; and unpeoples the Christ- 
ian world without mercy. But it is supposed it must make 
the poor distressed Laity adore the men who have this privi- 
lege, of entitling them to God’s favomj or debarring them 
from it. 

Yet with some it may be turned another way ; and they may 
begin to ask, if the Clergy of our Church, which received all 
through the hands of the Romish, be vested with this glorious 
prerogative ; how much more sure is it in that Cirurch which 
communicated it to ours? If we are so positive, we had it 
from them, by whom we were ordained, and could not 
have it otherwise ; how mych more must it be in them, who 
ordained us ? ' sens 

After this, why should I mention, what. must be known to 
you, the zeal of nsany for the multiplying of ceremoniousness 
and bowings, in public worship ; for the Cathedral pronuncia- 
tion of prayers ; (which is the Protestant unknown tongue, to 
such as are not accustomed to it) our Altars, and the never- 
lighted candles wpon them ; the decorations. of our Churches, 


which, you have experienced, never stop where the honest » 


men who first begin them design they should ; the consecration 
of our Church-Yards ; and the like: In which you find this 
benefit ; that several who take the. impression of these things 
deep into them, are easily inclined, with a little art and man- 
agement, to believe that Church must be the best which hath 
the greatest number of these good things. | 

We have nat indeed many images or pictures left in our 
Churches, besides Moses and Aaron; whose figures, though 
they have nothing to do in our places of worship, give me the 
less concern, because Christians are in no danger of idolizing 


Jews. 
(To be continued.) 











Love Divine. 
POETIC DEPARTMENT. 


a 


LOVE DIVINE, 


Nature through her works doth praise 
Him who form’d this wondrous ball ; 
Loud each part doth anthems raise, 
To thy name—Great Allin Ali! 
Man alone can sleep supine, 
Midst the marks of love divine. 


Morning, clad in 1 blue ey’d beams, 
Wakes each songster on the spray ; 
Man, for whom such goodness streams, 
Man, more negligent than they, 

On his pillow doth recline, 

Careless about love divine. 


While the Sun his daily round 

Through empy real tracts performs ; 

Man Nature’s priest, akin is found 
To Auat—to insects—and to worms, 
' Man alone doth praise decline, 
Favor’d child Ao divine ! 


Mercy in a flowing tide 


Waits to wash his guilt away ; 

Jesus is his faithful guide, 

Caliing, ‘Sinners, ?’'m the way—— 
The truth—the life—all that are mine 
Shall taste the joys of love divine. 


Hear him, mortals! hark! his voice 
Bids your drowsy souls awake ; 
» Lo—he calls you to rejoice, 
And of heav’nly bliss partake ; 
Bids thee make him wholly thine : 
Surely this is love divine. 


Let the world forego its hold; 

Quit its unsubstantial joys ; 

Sell not mental peace for gold, 

Never pant for childish toys. 
When thy God—thy Saviour’s thine, 
Nothing equals love divine. 
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